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Founded in 1956

Committee 2015/2016

President: Barry Batagol
                         (03) 8663 7555 (BH)

barry@in-tech.com.au

Secretary: Phil Schudmak
                         0412 560 563
secretary@vintagebentley.org

Treasurer: Tony Johns
                         0419 009 898

tonyjohns98@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor: Vacant

Webmaster: Wayne Fitzgerald
0419 774 949

0412 560 563

Tony Johns
0419 009 898

Commitee Members: Des Dillon
John McQuay

Gary McMillan
  Wayne Fitzgerald

Rod Hanson
Darryl Stanisich

Website: www.vintagebentley.org
 

Address: 52 Kenmare Street
Mont Albert

Victoria, 3129

Founded in 1956 

Front Cover: 
Wayne Fitzgerald was lucky enough to draw Daniel 
Ricciardo for the 2015 F1 Drivers’ Parade at the 
Australian Grand Prix.

We’re off

Brett and Wendy Blackmore

Roger and Gillian Goodwin (UK)

Kevin Cochrane 
- someone always needs a hand

BDCWA Great Australian Drive
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Greetings all,

Congratulations to those who participated in the recent 
BDCWA run from Werribee to Port Douglas which was 
another Herculean effort and a tribute to the cars, the 
crews and particularly Michael Hood and his organising 
team.  This was the third marathon trans-Australian rally 
they have done and it was another great success. 

Our club hosted a well-attended and most enjoyable lunch 
at the MCC Committee room for the rally participants, 
(suggested and arranged by Tony Johns, thank you Tony).  
We understand that this was the first time that such an 
event had been held there. Unfortunately Cheryl and I 
had to withdraw from the rally as we were in the midst of 
moving house and planning our new residence, but I had 
the pleasure of flagging off the entrants the next day at 
Werribee Manor.

 As we enter the second half of the year we are planning a 
number of events that we would like members to attend 
and enjoy in their WO.  Details will be sent to members, 
usually by email.

Our AGM and lunch has been moved to September 13 
to avoid clashing with Fathers’ Day and we hope most of 
you can join us at the Macedon Wine Bar for the event. In 
addition there is the opportunity to consider joining the 
committee if you feel that you can contribute to assist us in 
running the club for the enjoyment of all.

Other events to consider are the VSCC Alex Bryce, 
Motorclassica and a relaxed informal picnic in “Miller/
Watson” style.

In this edition there is an article on the Geelong Revival 
which is the successor to the long running and historic 
Geelong Sprints.  It is a great weekend and well worth 
attending, either as a spectator or an entrant so have a look 
at their web site for more details.

As you are aware Phil Schudmak, 
who edits this magazine, can only 
make a success of it with your 
contributions, so please send your 
articles or items of interest to him 
for all of our enjoyment. 
Hope to see you on the road soon 
in your WO. 

A note from the president

FUTURE EVENTS
October 11

October 23/25 Motorclassica, Exhibition Building, Carlton.  Gary McMillan and Wayne Fitzgerald are 

November 7/8

interesting. Details have been sent to members.

April 6th to 
16th

will follow the original route to Canberra, and back via the coast.  More details soon.
October 9th to 
14th

The National Bentley Rally is being organised by the BDCNSW and will be based at 
the Novotel in Wollongong.

2015

2016

oxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxooxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxoxox

Our Special Thanks go to our contributors in this issue, 
and especially to the many photographers whose work 
decorates these pages.  The acting editor apologies for 

failing to keep track of the origin of each photo, but we 
need to say special thanks to Gary Grant, Barry Batagol, 

Lester Thearle, Wayne Fitzgerald, Tony & Christine Johns 
and Darryl Stanisich for their contributions.  My apologies 
in advance for any other contributors who I’ve overlooked.

Barry Batagol
- Club President
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How often do you get an invitation 
to lunch in the hallowed committee 
room of the Melbourne Cricket Club 
overlooking the iconic stadium? 
Former 3-litre owner and Melbourne 
Cricket Club past president, David 
Jones, made it possible for the BDCA 
to treat the participants of the 
recent Great Australian Drive to a 
memorable occasion there.

It was certainly a wonderful start to a 
most successful tour organised
by Michael Hood and the BDC West 
Australian branch. Some 50 cars from 
Australia, UK, Europe and USA 
participated in the tour. More than 
half were WOs.

The 30-day (4000km) drive north 
to Port Douglas began at Werribee 
Mansion with the traditional flag 
waving start, on this occasion by our 
president Barry Batagol. The route 
went via Sorrento, Lakes Entrance 
then a drive over Mount Hotham 
where most of us experienced snow 
and sleet in April! After a rest day at 
Beechworth, it was familiar country 
travelling on the Alpine Way via 
Thredbo to Lake Crackenback. 
The free day at Bowral gave us the 
opportunity to view Andrew Liddon’s 
remarkable collection of 400 hundred 
plus cars and motorcycles, including 
the ex Lynton Morris 8-litre. 

Anzac Day saw many of us attend the 
dawn service and park our Bentleys in 
the main street of Bowral before the 
parade. The previous night at Milton 
Park Country House we enjoyed 
the first theme night and naturally it 

was World War I. Juergen Lenz and 
Gerhard Roeser in Prussian officers 
uniforms together with Elvi Reichert 
and Barbara Ziegler dressed as 
German nurses, stole the show!

Then on to Katoomba in the Blue 
Mountains and the Jenolan Caves – 
and more arctic weather, this time 
hail covered the roadways. We were 
fortunate to miss the heavy rain 
that had fallen in the Hunter Valley, 
however our hotel was under water 
and ‘Hoody’ was kept busy finding a 
suitable replacement at short notice. 
It was here that Wendy and Brett 
Blackmore took a break from the 
rally and returned to their property at 
Gunnedah for a couple of days. Their 
neighbours Margot and Lester Thearle  
took their place in their 4.5-litre.

Heading north, much of the area was 
flooded and we were told that several 
railway bridges had been washed away. 
This would effect several of us who 
had planned to bring their cars back 
by rail. Our next stop was Tamworth, 
home of country and western music 
and the entertainment for the night. 
After Byron Bay we left the rain 
storms behind. However they were 
sufficient to make the planned route 
through the Lamington National Park 
ranges south of Brisbane impassable, 
so we diverted to the motorway and 
went via the Gold Coast to Brisbane.

As we drove past Surfers Paradise I 
knew that I had now joined the small 
group of vintage Bentley owners who 
have circumnavigated Australia. A 
special lunch to celebrate was the 

order of the day. Brisbane meant that 
we had reached the half way point of 
the tour and the opportunity to catch 
up with Frank Moore (4.5-litre) and 
David Barnett (3 litre).

From there we followed the coast to 
Port Douglas stopping on the way at 
Rockhampton where the National 
Beef Expo is staged every three years.
This is one of the world’s major beef 
cattle trade fairs and all the hotel/
motel accommodation was fully 
booked. Undeterred, we slept in 
quite comfortable two-person tents 
on the local football field adjacent 
to the showgrounds, much the same 
as we did on the Over The Top tour 
at 80 Mile Beach, south of Broome. 
Dinner, naturally with a beef theme 
was excellent, and we were treated to 
a most interesting impromptu talk 
by Phil Schudmak’s niece, Emma 
Robinson, accompanied by her 
husband Mick, about their family life 
on a remote cattle property in outback 
Queensland. Emma told us how her 
children are educated via radio and 
computer link through School of the 
Air and described what it is like to 
survive after many years of drought.

Two nights at Airlie Beach gave us the 
opportunity to go to Hamilton Island 
for lunch and to enjoy the spectacular 
view of the Whitsundays. Our next 
two nights were spent on Magnetic 
Island, home to koalas, rock wallabies, 
brush-tail possums and an abundance 
of birds. The resort was adjacent to 
the ferry terminal and once on the 
island many used their Bentleys for 
sightseeing. We opted to swim in the 

Great Australian Drive – Melbourne to Port Douglas
April-May 2015

from Tony Johns



warm blue waters of the local beach.  
“Gilligan’s Island” was the theme for 
a most enjoyable informal dinner 
and there were creative outfits and 
Hawaiian shirts in abundance.

Port Douglas saw us staying in a 
luxury resort with our own swimming 
pools etc. From here we set off in a 
high-speed launch for a 60 kilometre 
trip to the Great Barrier Reef. On the 
journey out we received instructions 
on how to snorkel, then much 
amusement as we were all fitted into 
very tight stinger suits or wet suits, 
and equipped with flippers, goggles 
and snorkels for what was to follow. 
Phil Schudmak was having particular 
trouble getting into his wet suit until 
he realised he was trying to put his leg 
through the sleeve!

The crew were very helpful in making 
sure everybody got to see the coral 
reef, irrespective of their swimming 

ability. This was followed by helicopter 
trips over the reef throughout the day 
and trips in a glass bottom boat to see 
the many coloured fish and coral.

As with all successful tours, there was 
a formal dinner on the last night. This 
was held at sunset on the old jetty at 
Port Douglas overlooking the water.
What a great night it was with the 
opportunity to thank the organizing 
team led by Michael Hood and 
Chairman, Julian Walter. The backup 
crews of Kevin Cochran and Cameron 
Donaldson kept everybody’s cars on 
the road and were suitably thanked. 
Also appreciation was shown to 
Eric and Frances Green for looking 
after our luggage every day for the 
month in the Budget van that had 
been organized by Gary and Desa 
McMillan. They also provided the 
loan car and the utility used by 
Graeme Cocks.

Hasso Nauck from Germany spoke 
eloquently on behalf of the overseas 
guests. Paz and Patrick Mueller from 
Switzerland and Shanghai entertained 
with their Spanish dancing. 
Throughout the tour during each 
evening meal, Peter Briggs was called 
upon to pass on some snippets of local 
history, which he managed to do with 
great amusement, even if the facts were 
a little hazy.   Graeme Cocks acted as 
MC each night, gave us instructions 
for the next day’s motoring and kept 
us generally up to the mark. He is also 
responsible for publishing the tour 
book that will include some of his 
many photographs. 

All too soon it was time to say farewell 
to our Bentley friends, many of 
whom have been on previous tours in 
Australia and overseas, and to make 
the short drive back to Cairns to load 
the cars in shipping containers for 
their journeys home.

Tony Johns

List of Club Members Participating

Peter & Robyn Briggs  (WA)                        1923  3 litre
Bret & Wendy Blackmore  (NSW)              1924 3 litre
Tony & Christine Johns  (Vic.)                    1924 3 litre
Phil & Sue Schudmak  (Vic.)      1924  3-4.5 litre
Trevor Montgomery / Ray Delaney / Darryl Stanisich (Vic.)       1924 3-4.5 litre
Bruce & Judy Washington (NZ / WA)                        1925  3-4.5 litre
Jean- Pierre & Alexandra Mueller  (Switz)                       1927   3-4.5 litre
Matthew Telling  (Bangkok /WA)                      1927  4.5 litre
Juergen Lenz & Elvi Reichert  (Switz.)                    1928   6.5 litre
Gary & Desa McMillan (Vic.)                                  1928   4.5 litre
Julian & Cheryl  Walter   (WA)                              1928  6.5 litre
Ian & Susan Owen  (UK)                                        1929  Speed 6
Jim & Glenys  Runciman (WA)                             1930  Speed 6
Trevor & Judy Eastwood  (WA)                       1930  8 litre
Evan & Jacquie Edwards (WA)                           GTC
Kevin Cochrane    (WA)                                Support Vehicle
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MCG tour Robert Whitehead checking the scoreboard. 

From left, Bruce Washington, 
Barry Batagol, David Jones, Anne Davies,
Judy Washington (suitably dressed for the occasion) 
and Christine Johns.

Juergen Lenz with his 6.5 litre in the foreground.

Phil Schudmak, Susan Schudmak and Max 
Foster take a break at Mt Hotham In the background is Ray Delaney who has just rejoined the Club

zlwk:HUULEHH
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Car Parking 1On Thursday, April 16th, the BDCA hosted a lunch for its members and the 
participants of the BDCWA run up to Port Douglas.

David Jones a former BDCA member (and 3 litre owner) and former MCC 
President, kindly organised a guided tour of the MCG prior to us having lunch 
in the MCC Committee Room for participants.  This is very special privilege 
and was the first time such a lunch has been held there.  
We had the rare opportunity to stand on the ‘hallowed ground’ and even sit in 
the player’s box!  After lunch, we toured the sports museum.

Tony Johns was the organiser of the event that totalled 89 members and guests 
(mainly interstate and overseas) this was almost a full house and proved 
very successful. 

Many thanks Tony and it was an excellent opportunity to fly our flag.

Wayne Fitzgerald

Prelude to BDC-WA organized rally to 
Port Douglas -BDCA lunch at MCG

Car Parking 2

David Jones’ welcome

Go that way

Guided tour

Hallowed Ground 2 Lunch

Hallowed Ground 1



April 17th to May 12th:  The BDC-
WA organized the Werribee to Port 
Douglas Run. It was very successful 
with about 50 entrants (100 people) 
from interstate and overseas.  About 
half the cars were WO’s.  Our 
congratulations go to the WA club.

BDC-WA Rally from Melbourne 
to Port Douglas
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Car Parking at Werribee Park 1 Car Parking at Werribee Park 2

Could it have been colder?

Which way did they go?

On the ferry to Sorrento

Drinks to enjoy

Ferry to Magnetic Island (QLD)

Just checking the oil
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The Geelong Speed Trials were 
a motor sporting event that was 
conceived by Geelong’s Western 
District Car Club in conjunction with 
APEX. Their first event took place in 
1956 and their last in 1967. The trials 
involved a ¼ mile dual car timed sprint 
run along Ritchie Boulevard and 
Eastern Beach Road, on the 
Geelong foreshore.
During that time the Geelong Speed 
Trials attracted the cream of the 
countries motor sport drivers and the 
best of Australia’s sports and racing 
cars. Drivers included Stan Jones, Lex 
Davison, Bib Stilwell and Alan Jones 
(his very first motorsport 
event driving a motorcar).

The event was modelled on the UK 
Brighton Speed Trials in both the 
waterfront atmosphere and the way 
it was run as a low key event but with 
high profile entrants mixing it with 
their more amateur colleagues.

In 1978, the Vintage Sports Car Club 
of Victoria re-introduced the event. 
As a member of that club Gary Grant 
(who is also a BDC of A member) 
in 1980 became responsible for the 
conduct of that event. His motivation 
as a local resident of Geelong, was 
aimed at conceiving and implementing 
a strategic plan that included 
securing the venues future (as there 
was a commitment by the then state 
government to re-develop Eastern 
Beach and the associated roadways) 
and ensuring the financial viability 
of the event. His efforts included 
evolving the Speed Trials into a 2 day 
event and facilitating the participation 

of factory museum cars and significant 
international private collections; 
and the participation of eminent 
international drivers (Stirling Moss 
and Jack Brabham; Mika Hakkinen, 
Johny Herbert, Win Percy and Pedro 
Lamy).

In 2004 the CoGG council suspended 
further staging of the event pending 
the outcome of an “Events Precinct 
Feasability Study” which included 
moving the speed trials to an 
alternative venue.

The current Revival was created as a 
new commercial venture by Nicholas 
Heath in 2012. Nicholas until that 
date was a member of Geelong’s 
tourism body (Geelong Otway 
Tourism) and the City of Greater 
Geelong’s Major Events entity.
 
The fourth running of the Geelong 
Revival Motoring Festival is to be held 
on the weekend of November 27, 28 
and 29.
The original 2012 Revival short track 
has now been returned to the old full 
quarter mile.  Saturday sees newer cars 
and bikes competing, while the accent 
is on the older classic cars, on Sunday. 
Around 400 cars and motorcycles are 
expected this year, with the majority 
being “modern” which we are told is 
what the spectators like.

In addition to the Sprints there are 
car club displays of all types along 
the waterfront and it is clear that the 
local community has enthusiastically 
embraced the weekend.
The restaurants and cafes were 

booming at the waterfront last year 
and there was entertainment for all 
with a stage for live music, displays, 
trader stalls, bars, food, etc.  
Admission is free except for the pit 
areas and it attracted large crowds 
throughout the weekend.
In 2014 Cheryl and I entered our 
Speed Six on the Sunday in the 
Pre- 1931 class which had a small 
field including Noel Cunningham’s 
magnificent 1926 Talbot Grand 
Prix, Chris Terdich’s Wanderer, 
Jason Nichols’ Type 37 Bugatti, John 
Hickford’s Perkins Lancia Lambda 
Special, etc. There were also a number 
of PVT cars running including various 
MG’s, Ford Specials, Morris 8 Special, 
etc. 

There is no doubt the Speed Six 
attracted a lot of interest from people 
who had not seen one before, which 
hopefully improved the profile of 
vintage cars for a number of people 
who came there to see V8’s but left 
impressed with WO’s finest.

There are plans to expand the event 
to three days this year with a possible 
second event being run.  All in all a 
fun weekend, with a pleasant mixture 
of low key competition, interesting 
cars and bikes to be seen, good dining 
and entertainment all set  in a the very 
attractive Geelong waterfront looking 
out over Corio Bay.  Interested WO 
owners may consider attending or 
entering this event, if so go to 
http://www.geelongrevival.com.au/

Barry Batagol
(with thanks to Gary Grant)

Geelong Revival
Motoring Festival

From Barry Batagol

http://www.geelongrevival.com.au/


1) The Secretary, Phillip 
Schudmak, welcomed 23 members 
and guests.  The members present 
were: Roger Cameron, Tony Johns, 
Wayne Fitzgerald, Gary McMillan, 
Rod Hanson, Andrew Moran, John 
McQuay, Clive Smith, Lyn Miller, 
Allan Watson, Trevor Montgomery 
and Phillip Schudmak.

Phil Schudmak stood in for Barry 
Batagol, our President, who is in 
hospital have “corrective surgery” and 
sent his apologies.  We wished him 
well for a speedy recovery.

2) Apologies: Barry Batagol, 
Des Dillon, Simon Elliott, Stuart 
Murdoch, Lance Dixon, Patrick 
Ryan, David Watson, Gary Grant, Bill 
Orde, Ray Delaney, Bill Alexander, 
Jim Nilsson, Kim Graves, Chester 
McKaige, Alan Ironside, Philip 
Ironside, Lawrence Southward, David 
Miller, Peter Crauford, Syd Reinhardt, 
David Cohen, Peter and Suzanne 
Willcox.

3) Minutes of the previous 
AGM were published in the Summer 
2014 Newsletter and it was agreed to 
take them as read.

4) President’s Report: the 
following message was received from 
Barry:

like vintage cars, require regular 
preventative maintenance and 

sometimes even significant mechanical 
work. This even applies to WO’s 
creations and their custodians.

unable to join you today at the AGM 
as I am in the process of recovering 
from my recent mechanical overhaul 
and upgrade, (all using original correct 
parts of course).

like to again express my appreciation 
to the committee and in particular to 
those who have contributed their time 
and resources in helping us to enjoy 
our cars in a variety of ways.

years event and highlights as others 
here today can do that without my 
repeating it and keeping you from 
your lunch.

joining you shortly on a BDCA event 
in the not too distant future in our 
Speed Six. 

Best regards,
Barry Batagol

5) Presentation of Awards: The 
Weatheritt Trophy (for a member 
who regularly uses his Bentley) was 
awarded to Gary and Desa McMillan 
who have been on numerous interstate 
and overseas forays in recent years.

6) The past year:  our major 
events included the lunch at the MCG 
for 90 participants in the Melbourne 
to Port Douglas rally (organised by 
the BDCWA), in which many of 
our members participated, and the 

F1 Drivers’ Parade at the Australian 
Grand Prix.  These and other events 
will be covered in the next Newsletter.

7) Secretary’s Report: Phil 
Schudmak and Tony Johns gave an 
up-date on the club book “Vintage 
Bentleys in Australia”.  All the text, 
data and photos have now been 
assembled, but much work is still to 
be done on editing, photo selection, 
design and layout. It will be a 
substantial book and give details of all 
the Bentleys that are in, or have been, 
in Australia.  It will run to about 400 
pages.  We are hoping that the raw 
material will be sent to the production 
team within six months, and available 
to members by mid-2016.

8) Treasurer’s Report:  Tony 
Johns presented the Financial Reports 
for the year to June 30th.  There was 
a surplus of $2,864 ($10,903 last 
year). Net funds on deposit and at 
the bank at year-end were $$66,987 
($64,940 previously), which was felt 
to be a very healthy situation. The 
main reason for the lower surplus was 
the sale of the club spare parts in the 
previous year.  There was no financial 
expenditure on our book “Vintage 
Bentleys in Australia” this year, but 
a total of $13,530 has been spent in 
earlier periods. This project is now 
well advanced and expenditure will 
continue over the next 12 months or 
so towards completion. It has been 
our intention that a good part of the 
funds built up over recent years would 

Bentley Drivers Club of Australia Inc.
Reg. No. A29797A

 Minutes of the 59th Annual General Meeting
Macedon Wine Room, Black Forest Drive, Macedon,

At 11.30 13th September, 2015.



 Ray Delaney (Vic)
After spending 10 days co-driving Trevor Montgomery’s car 
on the recent Great Australian Drive, Ray has rejoined the 
Club. He was previously a 3-litre owner (chassis PH1453, 
now owned by Robert Miles). 

Bill Alexander (Vic)
Has also joined with hopes of doing some long-distance 
touring locally and overseas.

David Bird (NSW)
A long time vintage enthusiast, David recently joined the 
Club.  David recalls seeing his first Bentley as a young boy 
in Launceston in the early 1960’s.  It was most likely chassis 
695, which has been in Sydney’s Powerhouse Museum for 
the past 50 years. 

be spent on the production of this 
book. The accounts were formally 
presented to the meeting and accepted 
unanimously. 

9) Election of Committee:  
Our new rules provide for the full 
committee to retire immediately 
before the election.  Nominations 
for new office bearers and committee 
members were called on August 
5th and closed one week before the 
AGM.  Simon Elliott indicated that 
he did not wish to stand again due 
to pressure of business, but he is keen 
to remain involved in our activities. 
Nominations received from the other 
outgoing committee members and 
were equal in number to the vacancies. 
The nominees were therefore re-
elected automatically.

The committee for 2014/15 is:
President: Barry Batagol
Secretary: Phil Schudmak
Treasurer: Tony Johns
Committee: John McQuay, Darryl 
Stanisich, Wayne Fitzgerald, Gary 
McMillan, Rod Hanson and Des 
Dillon.

10) General Business: attention 
was drawn to the remaining activities 
this year, particularly the run from 
Lyn Miller’s to the McMillan’s (for a 
picnic lunch) on 11th October, and 
the weekend away to Gippsland on 
November 7/8.  John McQuay and 
Rod Hanson also told us about a 
special rally next April to celebrate 
the 60th Anniversary of the club.  
This was the idea of David and Adele 
Cohen.  The rally will closely follow 
the route of the 1926 RACV Alpine 
Trail, which featured Brodribb’s 
100mph 3 Litre car. 

The club made a formal submission to 
the Federal Government’s review of 
the Moveable Cultural Heritage Act 
and a copy will be included in the next 
Newsletter.  

Comment was made on the 
comparatively low numbers attending 
today’s meeting.  The venue has 
certainly been ideal but unfortunately 
many members either had competing 
commitments, or were travelling. 
Further consideration will be given to 
the date next year.

11)  Close:  Phil thanked all those 
for their attendance and for those who 
contributed to another very successful 
year. The meeting closed at 12:30 pm 
and we adjourned for a very pleasant 
lunch.

New Members

Ian and Susan are thrilled to receive a 

during the Great Australian Drive.

We welcome the following new members.

Ian and Susan Owen (UK) owners of a 1929 Speed 6 
registration VF6622.
Ian and Susan had a great time on the BDCWA “GAD” 
(Melbourne to Port Douglas rally) and, when they learnt 
that ours is the only club in the world that caters exclusively 
for Vintage Bentley, they promptly applied for membership. 



Petrol Issues & 
Food for Thuoght
Lester Thearle

Life’s a funny game.  Just when you 
think you’ve got it sorted, along comes 
something to upset the apple cart. I 
thoroughly enjoyed the excellent ar-
ticles on fuel in the summer newsletter 
by Phil Schudmak and Marc Bondini.  
No doubt about it, modern fuels ain’t 
what they used to be, and it would be 
a fairly safe bet that the fuel we buy to-
day, even though it is marketed as the 
same fuel, is not necessarily the same 
as we bought yesterday and it probably 
won’t be the same tomorrow.

I recently had some issues on petrol 
usage in my 4 1/2L which sheds a bit 
more light on the subject of what fuel 
to choose.  On leaving Gunnedah for 
the Wagga based George Green Rally 
last year, I filled up with BP 98 petrol.  
I had used this fuel in the car on many 
occasions and always found it very 
good.  My car has a factory standard 
vac tank and Zenith fuel filter but is 
fitted with post war H6 SU’s.  As a 
rule, it goes like a train with regular 
touring at 60 - 70mph and bursts up 
to 80mph, not uncommon, although 
less now as I age and slow down.
On the first long hill some 30 miles 

from home at about 65 mph the 
engine coughed a couple of times.  
This was an unknown thing and it 
kept happening on subsequent gentle, 
long hills and 65 mph plus on the flat.  
Clearly, the problem was fuel starva-
tion but why?

I had changed nothing on the engine 
or fuel system prior to our trip.  As we 
proceeded and it kept happening, I 
cleaned both the original Zenith filter, 
the float bowls and float bowl filters, 
yielding small quantities of sediment 
but offering no fix.  The week before 
I had sealed the fuel tank with KBS 
tank liner (a truely excellent product) 
so the thought struck me that I had 
inadvertainly reduced the ability for 
fuel pickup from the tank by partially 
blocking the pickup line.

We were travelling with Brett and 
Wendy Blackmore and their 3L.  They 
had filled up at the same time with 98 
fuel as ourselves and were having the 
very same problem with their car, only 
worse.  Brett also cleaned the relevant 
parts of the fuel system on several oc-
casions but again, no fix.  We limped 

into Orange some 200 miles distant, 
the 3L in really deep distress.  During 
the trip we filled up twice with 98 so 
the fuel had a chance to be both used 
and diluted with fresh fuel.

Next morning we both fully cleaned 
both systems and blew out the lines 
with compressed air.  The problem 
with both cars would continue to 
come and go for the following few 
days although the 3L was certainly 
not as bad as it had been so perhaps 
the line blowout had helped.  Over-
all though, the problem with my car 
nearly drove me nuts.  In Wagga, I 
bypassed the fuel pickup with a com-
pletely new system and pulled apart 
the perfectly fine and spotlessly clean 
vac tank only to find nothing wrong.  I 
repeatedly cleaned the float bowls and 
filters even though they were already 
quite clean, as was the newly lined fuel 
tank.  Over the next few days the tank 
was filled up many times with both 
fresh 98 and 95.  Later, I permanently 
took out the centre of the Zenith 
filter and although I felt it helped a 
bit, the problem was still there.  I tried 
everying I could think of and at times 



it seemed we had it beat but it was not 
to be.  I could drive all day at 60mph 
on the flat but no faster and then the 
engine would still cough on most hills 
unless I momentarily backed off to 
replenish the vac tank.  

Ultimately, the rally finished, Bret and 
Wendy drove off to Adelaide and we 
departed for Gunnedah via Victoria, 
all quite frustrated at the petrol issue.  

On the way home I continued to 
probe.  There had to be a simple solu-
tion.  The Hume Highway has some 
great, long, gentle hills and pull off 
areas to frequently be able to test the 
car for a re occurance of the problem.  
This I did several times as we motored 
on.  As soon as the engine coughed I 
would cut the ignition and coast to an 
immediate stop.  I then checked both 
the level in the vac tank and the float 
bowls.  I found that the float bowls 
were always full.  I also found that 
whilst the vac tank always had plenty 
of fuel in it, the level was down a bit 
on each occasion as one would expect 
after a brisk run uphill.

A final theory dawned.  I reckoned it 
had to be the fuel itself but for what 
reason.  We had filled up so many 
times with fresh fuel over a huge area 
of NSW and northern Victoria that 
it could not be just a few bad batches.  
What, if any was the characteristic of  
today’s 98 and 95 that was leading to 
fuel starvation.  

Could it be that with a gravity feed 
from a standard Bentley vac tank 
system, the fuel could not pass quickly 
enough through the system, even 
though it was supposedly first class 
fuel, the like of which I had been run-
ning on for years, or so I thought.  As 
the problem still occurred when there 
was no centre in the Zenith filter, 
the main problem had to be with the 
final gauze filters leading to the float 
bowls.  When the engine coughed 
and I cut the ignition, it took some 

time to remove the float bowl tops, by 
which time the fuel had had enough 
time to pass through the final filters 
to fill the float bowls, masking the 
problem.  However, when the engine 
was running at 1/2 or greater throttle, 
I reckoned that there was not enough 
fuel flow to meet the demand.

There is very little pressure head be-
tween the vac tank and the float bowls 
on a 3 or 4 1/2L  and even less when 
going up a hill.  It obviously follows 
that even a small drop in the vac tank 
level will reduce this head further and 
so there is very little encouragement 
for the petrol to flow through this 
part of the fuel system.  Any tendancy 
for the fuel to not flow through the 
final gauze filter will be keenly felt by 
reduced float bowl levels.  The ques-
tion is, apart from grit blocking the 
filters, what else will cause a liquid to 
fail to pass through a filter at very low 
head. The answer is that both viscosity 
and surface tension can so reduce or 
even stop the flow.  It is my contention 
that the viscosity and/or the surface 
tension of both 98 and 95 petrol we 
used at this time reduced the ability of 
the fuel to pass through the final gauze 
filters enough to lead to a lowering of 
the float bowl levels and starvation of 
the engine.  This only happened at the 
very low pressure head one has with 
a standard and original spec Bentley 
vac tank at the slightly lower than 
completely full level one would expect 
to occur with 1/2 or greater throttle 
openings.  The fact that it would not 
happen at lower throttle openings 
which keeps a fractionally higher head 
in the vac tank indicates the hair line 
nature of this characteristic.  As such, 
the problem is almost certainly not 
going to occur with a pressure pump 
system on a Bentley or on other makes 
of vehicle which have a completely dif-
ferent set of fuel system characteristics.

To put my theory to the test, I filled 
up at the next town with ordinary 
unleaded 91 and continued to shandy 

the 98 out of the system.  Incredibly, 
within 100 miles, the problem of fuel 
starvation apeared to have gone so I re 
instated the centre of the Zenith filter 
and gave it a really good test.  I made 
the run from Cowra up to Bathurst 
at sustained 70 - 75mph running up 
those lovely long hills.  To my aston-
ishment the problem of fuel starvation 
was completely solved and it has not 
re occured.  I subsequently reinstated 
the original fuel tank pickup so this 
also was not an issue in the starvation.  
I could have removed the final gauze 
filters and run just with the Zenith 
filter to see if this would work with 98 
and 95 but I felt that these fuels were 
having trouble getting through this as 
well with the low suction of a vac tank.

Although I have not scientifically 
proven my theories and I know noth-
ing about fuels, my experience has lead 
me to believe that the viscosity and/or 
surface tension of 98 and 95 petrol is 
fractionally different from 91.  There is 
enough difference to mean that these 
fuels just don’t work with my car as it 
is set up with a standard vac tank and 
H6 SU’s fitted with standard SU final 
gauze filters.  

And so, the fuel I will continue to use 
for now is ordinary unleaded 91. 

Fast forward to March this year when 
I unfortunately ended up with a mix-
ture of stale fuel, 91 with added etha-
nol and ordinary 91.  The fuel starva-
tion returned.  I finally took out and 
left out the final gauze filters which 
were squeaky clean and the problem 
went away completely.  80mph up a 
long gentle slope is back again, phew.

Happy Bentleying

Lester Thearle



We hope that this will be the first of 
a series of articles by members about 
their cars.  Our pres was asked to get 
the ball rolling and we hope it will be 
the first of many.

Our Speed Six has been in our custody 
for almost twenty years and I can 
honestly say that we have enjoyed 
and appreciated the car to the extent 
that it has given Cheryl and me more 
satisfaction than any of the many cars 
that we have owned. Next year will 
make us the longest owner from new, 
which we fully intend to achieve.

History.
Bentley Speed Six Chassis LR2786 
was completed on 19 May 1930 and 
sent to the coachbuilder Salmon 
& Son where it was fitted with a 
Tickford saloon “all weather” body.  
The agent was Henry Garner Ltd., 

who was based in Birmingham. 
The completed car was returned to 
Bentley’s Cricklewood works for Final 
Test on 21 August 1930.
The first owner is listed as Mr. F. 
Thornley of Thornley & Knight 
Ltd., (automotive paint and varnish 
manufacturers), Bordesly Green Road, 
Birmingham, with the registration 
number OG3800.
The Service Record for LR2786 noted 
an entry for April 1931 records repair 
to nickel plated radiator no. E577.  A 
later entry lists a change of owner to 
B. Powell Brett of Foleshill Works in 
Coventry in 1935, followed by a last 
entry dated January 1938 for parts 
sent to a garage in Birmingham.
The Service Records in any case all 
end in 1940, when Rolls-Royce shut 
down the old Bentley Motors Service 
Department at Kingsbury and moved 
to Hythe Road.

Later owners are recorded as Dr A.J. 
Milner 1948/55, then Wm. Klein the 
well-known WO collector in the USA 
who bought LR2786 in July 1960 
when it was auctioned at Beaulieu.
The body at this date was a two-seater 
drop-head coupé.
Clare Hay amazingly enough found 
photographs on eBay showing Ann 
Klein pushing the car around.
In 1974, the car was sold to David 
J.Schute and a new VdP-style four-
seater body fitted by Tony Robinson. 
In 1975 it was sold to Lance Dixon 
in Melbourne, who successfully 
campaigned the car in VSCC and 
many other events. Lance offered 
it for sale in1989/90 before being 
auctioned by Sothebys in the UK on 
2 July 1990 (unsold). We bought the 
car from Lance in 1994 involving a 
part exchange with an AC 289 that we 
owned at the time.

Barry Batagol

My Bentley………....



In general LR2786 is a very correct, 
original chassis with all its original 
matching numbers.
(Many thanks to Clare Hay for the 
early history.)

Highlights whilst in our ownership.
When we first bought the car Cheryl 
and I enthusiastically competed 
extensively in VSCC rallies, speed 
events and tours. We found the car 
to be reliable and fast which resulted 
in us winning the Vickery Trophy in 
1996 and 1997 (shared with Graeme 
Miller  - also in a Speed Six).
We competed at Sandown, Winton, 
Phillip Island, Rob Roy, Mallala, AGP 
demonstrations, Dutton’s Rallies, 
etc., often with Keith Raper, (Cheryl’s 
father), in his 4 ½ and we used to both 
try and “outdo” the other, sometimes 
with expensive outcomes.
We ran the car in the pre-war 
competition class in the 1998 
Classic Adelaide and the 2000 Targa 
Tasmania both which gave us podium 
finishes.

The car has toured in the Run to the 
Rock in 2002, the BDCWA Perth 
to Darwin in 2010, the Britain by 
Bentley Tour in 2011 and the BDCA 
Perth to Mt Gambier in 2012.
One of the highlights was in the WA 
Esplanade to Esplanade (Fremantle 
to Albany) Rally in 1998.  The road 
was closed off for a high speed “see 
what you can do” run with the local 
policeman measuring the achieved top 
speed with his radar gun. Our Speed 
Six managed 112 mph with Cheryl 
and I both on board and surprised all 
the WO, Derby and modern Bentley 
owners.  The local policeman was so 
impressed that we had to give a repeat 
performance, this time with him on 
board.

Driving Impressions
Obviously the gear box took some 
learning but with a confident 
approach and the right timing you can 
it right most of the time, even though 
it can easily catch you out if you are 
not concentrating. The steering is 

quite heavy at parking speeds but 
you get used to it once you develop 
the needed muscle. It’s precise and 
relatively light at speed. The way the 
car accelerates on a “wall of torque” 
still amazes me and for a Vintage car 
it is I believe unparalleled. The brakes 
are excellent, providing they are set up 
correctly and you have the appropriate 
linings fitted. The handling is very 
predictable with its considerable 
wheelbase and it was great fun to 
slide the car around the town stages 
in Targa Tasmania even if it did tend 
to break spokes on the rear wheels. 
For touring it can sit on very high 
speeds, (enough to get you locked up), 
for hour after hour and cover great 
distances effortlessly. To sum up it is 
clear why Speed Sixes dominated the 
24 Hours Le Mans in 1929 and 1930 
when they were the true “supercars” of 
their time and both Cheryl and I feel 
privileged to own our Speed Six.

Barry Batagol
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Petrol fires are dangerous and are an 
ever present threat.  The topic was 
raised in the May, 2013 Issue of the 
Newsletter following the disastrous 
fire in Joe Wilson’s Aprilia, but 
there was not a discussion about fire 
extinguishers.  Following a similar 
fire in a Sunbeam in New Zealand, 
Ian Goldingham of the Waitemata 
Branch of the VCC of NZ published 
an article in their newsletter, 
PHOENIX, and this prompted 
us to investigate Dry Powder Fire 
Extinguisher types and their use in car 
fires.  This information comes from 
the Wormald website and Wikipedia, 
but we have also included some advice 
from Ian’s article.

The two types of powder extinguisher 
suitable for use in our cars are ABE 
and BE.  Both are red with a white 
band at the top.  

ABE Extinguishers 
These extinguishers discharge a fine 
powder that absorbs fuel molecules, 
depriving the fire of a fuel source.  
They are suitable for the following 
types of fire: (Wormald)
Class A – Paper, textiles, wood, most 
plastics and rubber
Class B – Flammable liquids
Class C – Combustible gasses
Class E – Electrically energised 
equipment

The active agent is mono-ammonium 
phosphate.  It receives its Class A 
rating from its ability to melt and 
flow at 177°C to smother the fire.  
It is more corrosive than other dry 
chemical agents.

BE Extinguishers
These discharge a fine powder that 
absorbs fuel molecules, depriving 

the fire of a fuel source.  They are 
suitable for Class B and Class E fires. 
(Wormald)

The active agent is sodium bicarbonate 
and was the first of the dry chemical 
agents developed.  In the heat of 
the fire, it releases a cloud of carbon 
dioxide that smothers the fire.  This 
agent is not so effective on Class A 
fires because the agent is expended and 
the cloud of gas quickly dissipates.  If 
the fuel is still sufficiently hot, the fire 
starts up again.  Liquid and gas fires 
do not usually store much heat in their 
fuel source and are controlled by this 
agent.  Sodium bicarbonate is mildly 
alkaline and corrosive, particularly 
to aluminium.

From the above it seems that the ABE 
type is most suitable for carrying 
in our cars.  

Clean Up after Discharge of a Dry 
Powder Extinguisher
These agents are corrosive, particularly 
when different types are mixed, so 
do not wash down with water as it 
activates the corrosive properties.  
Brush or vacuum the powder away and 
then wipe down with a damp cloth or, 
preferably, an alcohol based wet wipe.  
Determine the type of extinguisher 
used before proceeding.

To neutralize the mono-ammonium 
phosphate in ABE extinguishers, 
wash the area with a solution of hot 
water and baking soda (one cup to 
three gallons).  Let it stand for a few 
minutes and then rinse with 
warm water.

To neutralize the sodium bicarbonate 
in BE extinguishers wash the area with 
a solution of hot water and vinegar 

(one cup to three gallons).  Let it stand 
for a few minutes and then rinse with 
warm water.

Finally, wash the area with mild soap 
and water and dry.

General Advice
1. Keep both dry powder 
extinguishes and fire blankets easily 
accessible in the garage or workshop.
2. The extinguisher should 
preferably be ABE type and bigger 
than 1Kg powder.  It should be readily 
accessible beside or under the front 
passenger seat.
3. Fit an accessible kill switch to 
the battery; sometimes the ignition 
switch is not enough.  Another reason 
why all cars should have a kill switch.
4. Be meticulous in maintaining 

(courtesy of the Australian Lancia Register Newsletter #212)

extinguisher

Fire Extinguishers
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the fuel system.  Darrel Waddell‘s fire 
in his Aurelia (reported in the May, 
2013 Issue) was due to not tightening 
the fuel line banjo at the carburettor.  
Recently I refitted my Appia 
carburettor and turned on the ignition 
(electric fuel pump) with the bonnet 
up before starting the engine.  A tiny 
spray of petrol squirted from the banjo 
joint which atomized and would 
probably have made an explosive 
mixture.  The problem was a hard fibre 
washer with a slightly irregular surface.  
I made it smooth on a file and the 
problem was fixed.  
5. Dry powder fire extinguishers 
need to be shaken regularly to stop the 
powder from compacting and possibly 
not discharging when needed.

Managing a Fire
1. In the event of a fire – think, 
don’t panic.  Turn off both the 
ignition and kill switch.  Close the 
tap on the gravity feed tank; it should 
be accessible inside the cabin.  The 
Sunbeam in this case had a vac tank 
and the tap for these is often at the 
tank.  Perhaps a remotely operated tap 
should be fitted. 
2.  It is most important to keep 
the extinguisher going until the fire 
is completely out and/or the unit is 
exhausted.  If you stop and have a look 
after a short while, the fire often re-
starts.
3. Try not to mix different types 
of fire extinguishers – difficult we 
know in the heat of the moment.  A 
major problem in the New Zealand 
fire was there had been three different 
powder types used and the chemical 
cocktail was rather corrosive to both 
aluminium and iron.
4. With an under bonnet fire, as 
soon as the bonnet is opened the fire 
rapidly accelerates on being fed more 
oxygen so have the extinguisher in 
hand to immediately suppress the fire 
on opening the bonnet.  With the old 
BCF extinguishers, which were very 
effective but, sadly, are now banned, 
the advice was to discharge the 

extinguisher into the engine bay from 
the ventilation slots inside the front 
mudguards or from below.  We don’t 
think this would be so effective with 
dry powder extinguishers.
5. Fire blankets can be used for 
under bonnet fires, particularly in 
the workshop where most fires occur.  
However they are difficult to deploy 
from inside the vehicle as they have to 
be pulled downwards to extract them 
from their sheath.  In the amusing 
anecdote about Darrel Waddell’s fire 
in his Aurelia, the ‘fire blankets’ he 
resorted to were all his own clothing, 
leaving him standing in his underpants 
in the rain in a busy street, followed by 
Judith’s very expensive leather coat.

Peter Renou
Brian Long

Many thanks to Peter and Brian from 
the Australian Lancia Register for the 
above very timely article.  One of our 
members suffered a potentially serious 
fire in the engine compartment of his 
Bentley after crossing the Nullabor 
last year, while returning from the 
BDCWA rally in Albany.  As luck 
would have it, the fire occurred 
immediately adjacent to the Fire 
Brigade in Ceduna and it was quickly 
put out.  In fact, we first thought it 
would have been possible to get the 
car mobile again for the rest of the 
drive home, but discretion prevailed 
and it made the journey on a flat-top.
On return to Melbourne, most of the 
damage still appeared to be rather 
superficial, but the corrosive effects 
of the power fire extinguisher was 
already apparent.  As it happened, 
this proved to be quite serious and 
it still the subject of on-going dialog 
with the otherwise normally very 
helpful folk at Shannons.  One of 
the major unknowns was the effect 
of powder ingestion into the engine, 
as unfortunately this had not been 
turned off quickly enough.
More recently, Barry Batagol did some 
research of his own and found the 

following from The Australian Lotus 
Elise Club, which offers some different 
advice, but the bottom-line is 
the same: 

Standard ABE dry powder fire 
extinguishers use a powder that turns 
into Phosphoric Acid when used that 
will corrode alloys, wiring, switch gear, 
etc.
Fire Extinguishers are rated and 
labeled according to the type of fire 
that they are designed to  extinguish.

If you have an ABE Fire Extinguishers 
and have to use it, then immediately 
wash down the area with the best 
product being kerosene, or water 
if need be.
This helps lift any residual chemical 
out and then wipe dry as much 
as possible.
A better Fire Extinguisher is a “BE” 
type, which although it is not rated 
for Wood/Paper, contains a powder 
(Sodium Bicarbonate) that is harmless 
to the car and the electrics.
BE Fire extinguishers are designed 
for Fuel and Electrical fires so should 
handle most car situations, These 
fire extinguishers are used in marine 
applications.
You can search on line for 1 kg BE Fire 
Extinguishers and I found a Chubb 
“Fire Smart” Model 1274717 at 
Officeworks on sale for $22.98.
However they are not restocking this 
model so it may involve checking at 
various stores to find them.
www.firesmart-247.com.au
www.quell.com.au
Also the bracket is plastic, which 
will not be approved by CAMS, so a 
metal bracket will have to adapted or 
purchased separately for 
this application.
 
The key advice from both sources is:  
you must wipe off all the powder as 
quickly as possible after either of these 
extinguishers is used.

http://www.firesmart-247.com.au/
http://www.quell.com.au/
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The VSCC holds this event each 
August and the BDCA has had it 
on its calendar for many years; this 
one fell on a fine Sunday, the 16th 
August 2015.   The venue is reached 
via Clintons Road, Christmas Hills, 
just off the Eltham-Yarra Glen Road; 
and the drive to get there is a great run 
through picturesque countryside. 

If you visit and drive an historic car, 
parking is free and is right in the thick 
of the competition cars and just a few 
metres from the centre of the action.  
Gary McMillan and Wayne Fitzgerald 
were flying the flag with their 
cars here.

In the competition,  BDCA was 
represented by Barry Bagatol in his 
1930 Speed-6 Bentley; AND he was 
also official pit crew for his grandson, 
Sean, who piloted grandpa’s beautiful 

little Bugatti Type 52 in the down-
hill kid’s go-cart race. (This is a copy 
of the “baby” cars made by Bugatti in 
the 1920’s and often bought by doting 
parents for their young offspring.) 
Most of the kids had 3 timed runs.  
This lunch-break event drew massive 
attention and was also responsible 
for the most spills but no ambulances 
were required. 

There were 59 pre-registered 
competing cars but there were also 
a few late ones, so the numbers were 
closer to 70.   In spite of the Bentley 
being larger and heavier than his 
opposition, Barry won his class 
(Vintage over 3000cc) ahead of the 3 
Vauxhall 30/98’s entered in that class 
and also posted a quicker time than 
one of the Bugattis  in the ‘Vintage 
1500-3000cc Class’.  Unfortunately 
not quite fast enough to beat the 

other two Bugattis.  Barry’s first run 
was 34.94 seconds with his best time 
on the day being 34.7 seconds.  This 
shows just how useful the Bentley’s 
torque was when climbing the hill. 
(Interesting too that Barry’s time 
compares with 42.08 seconds by Lex 
Davison in his newly acquired Blower 
Bentley in 1947, but the track had a 
dirt surface in those days.  This was the 
car later owned by John Cresswell and 
John Wagstaff.)

For the competitors, the day started 
with scrutineering and a practice run; 
then there were 3 timed runs.  This is 
quite a competitive event, but you can 
drive at your own pace.  There were a 
few serious competitors present, but 
most were driving very well loved and 
preserved historic cars for the fun of it.

Wayne Fitzgerald

The Vintage Sports Car Club of Victoria
Rob Roy Hill Climb 2015



Wayne Fitzgerald’s 3 litre (chassis 668)
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John Calvert had a lifelong interest 
in thoroughbred motor cars which 
motivated him to experience a 
succession of iconic marques including 
MG, Jaguar, Aston Martin, Bristol, 
Mercedes Benz and WO Bentley.

He was born on 25 June 1927 and 
grew up south of Weering at the 
family Western District property 
‘Irrewarra’ which his grandparents 
had purchased around 1900.  Three 
years later, his father died leaving his 
widow with a young child and a large 
property (Weering Station) to run.
John was educated by a governess at 
Weering in his younger years before 
attending Geelong Grammar.    

 In 1942 he then attended Longerenon 
Agricultural College until 1944.  At 
age 16 when devastating fires burnt 
out much of the Western District, 
the consequences required him to 
return home to help his mother 
with the restoration and then the 
management of the family property.  
The wool boom of the 1950s enabled 
him to clear the fire-related debts on 
the family estate and improve the 
productivity of the farm. In doing so 
he gained a reputation for being an 
astute businessman and recognition 
for running one of Australia’s best 
maintained and operated 
agricultural businesses.

In 1950 at age 23 his motoring 
interests evolved into active motor 
sport when he acquired the then 
John Barraclough MG NE-Magnette 
factory-built racing car, chassis 0516. 
John commissioned Harry Firth to 
manage the race preparations for him. 

His exploits in that car included:

Motor Races- June 12, 1950. 
Balcombe Military Park (near Mount 
Martha) where he was runner up to 
the class winner (Lex Davison).  

(95.23 seconds – flying ¼ mile).  

Having achieved recognition as an 
accomplished and talented young 
motor racing driver in the MG, Harry 
Firth encouraged John to acquire a 
then new and state of the art Jaguar 
XK-120 (chassis No. 660130) on 
November 28, 1950.  Harry again 
took on the role of developing and 
race preparing the new car into one 
of the quickest XK’s in the country at 
that time. John’s exploits in that car 
included:

Hillclimb – Mar 12, 1951. (Open 
Class FTD 83.1 sec.)

1951. (Over 3-litre Sports Car class – 
3rd place, 34.66 seconds.)

(112.5 seconds – flying ¼ mile)

(Production car race, 3001 cc and over 
– 3rd place.)

(21st outright place; 2nd. Jaguar)

(Sports Car class record, 30.94 
seconds).

Grand Prix – Apr 14, 1952 (14th 
place overall out of a field of 46.)

1952. (Outright sports car, 32.84).

Meeting – July 18, 1953. (Open class 

record FTD 16.84 seconds)

Oct 3 to 4, 1953.  Coronation Trophy, 
3rd outright, behind Stan Jones 
(Maybach) and Lex Davison 2nd (Alfa 
Romeo P3)

1953. 2nd in class (33.07 seconds to 
Reg Hunt (Allard J2) 32.26 seconds.

Grand Prix – Nov 21, 1953. (Crash 
damaged and retired - due to avoiding 
an unattended dog on the track.)

He sold the XK-120 at the end of 
1953 and the car now resides in the 
UK.  He then put his motor racing 
interests aside to concentrate on 
developing his farming business; 
coping with the challenges that 
farming creates, including fires.  In 
particular, the need to recover after 
another devastating fire in 1977 that 
all but destroyed Weering, other than 
the homestead.  They also suffered 
droughts, including a significant one 
in 1967.  One of the great pleasures 
of his life came with marriage to 
Primrose and the birth of their three 
children – John (jnr.), Belinda and 
Vanessa. 

John and Primrose sold Weering 
Station in 1999 and moved to a 
property they purchased at Freshwater 
Creek near Geelong, re-naming 
it “New Weering”.  Though much 
smaller, it was similar in many ways 
to the old Weering.  He enjoyed 
continuing to farm, breed cattle, 
making improvements to the property 
and enjoying his historic vehicle 
collection. 

John Calvert
25 June 1927 - 6 May 2015
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Lewis Luxton and John Calvert

John Calvert's 1951 Jaguar XK-120 - BFOM 

In 2011 John Emery and I, at the 
invitation of the City of Ballarat 
council, organised the 50th. 
Anniversary of the last motor race that 
took place at the Ballarat Aerodrome 
site. We were keen to seek out and 
involve the generation of drivers 
and cars that participated at the old 
aerodrome site. In line with this, 
we attracted John and Primrose to 
participate in the “50th Anniversary 
of the Light Car Club of Australia’s 
1961 International Motor Race 
Meeting” that took place on the 
original aerodrome motor racing 
circuit. The anniversary was part of 
the Ballarat Festival of Motoring over 
the 2011 Easter weekend. On that 
occasion John drove his immaculately 
prepared Jaguar XK-120.  This was 
similar to the one that he competed in 
at Ballarat and those other significant 
Australian motor racing venues in the 
early 1950’s, where he had gained the 
reputation of a talented, respected and 
accomplished motor racing driver.
John demonstrated a genuine interest 
in community wellbeing. He served 
on local government Colac Shire for 
20 years including Shire President for 
4 years. He enjoyed being a member of 
a number of car clubs, supporting their 
activities and hosting functions on 
their behalf at “New Weering”. 

One of John’s ambitions was to own 
a W.O. Bentley and he achieved this 
when he acquired a 3 Litre Bentley 
from Lewis Luxton in 2013  (Chassis 
465, engine AP 325,) and joined the 
BDCA soon after. 

In recent years he enjoyed 
participating in nostalgia-based events 
at both national and international 
level including:

that took place during August 2001 
to celebrate the 50th Anniversary 
by a Jaguar XK120 that established 
an Open Road World Record in the 
Northern Territory -  a re-enactment 
of the 954 mile record run between 

Darwin and Alice Springs on August 
2, 1951 as set by Les Taylor and Dick 
Rendle .

the United Kingdom in 1998 to 
participate in the Jaguar Car Club’s 
international meeting and tour of the 
UK to celebrate the 50th Anniversary 
of the public release of the XK-120.

50th Anniversary and Concours 
d’Elegance in 2006

With acknowledgements to John 
Calvert (jnr.); Australian Motor 
Sports (magazine 1946 – 1973); 
Historic Racing Cars in Australia 
(Blanden); Official 50 Race History 
of Australian Grand Prix (R&T 
Publishing); A history of Rob Roy 
Hillclimb (Sims); Jaguar under the 
Southern Cross (Hughes); and  The 
Jaguar XK in Australia (Elmgreen & 
McGrath).

Gary Grant 



The traditional F1 Drivers’ Parade, just prior to the Albert Park GP is a prestigious event for the cars selected to carry 
the drivers.  This year, eleven vintage Bentleys and nine Delages were invited by the GP organisers to carry the F1 drivers 
around the track on Sunday the 14th March.  Many of us hadn’t been to the event before and it was certainly an exciting 
experience and privilege for us all.  The previous time that the club had been invited to do the Parade was way back in 
1997. Our thanks must go to Phil Schudmak for his prolonged effort in arranging this for the two clubs.

By Wayne Fitzgerald

Australian Grand Prix 2015

Mark Webber interviews Daniel Ricciardo in Wayne’s 3-litre

Jenson Button in Rod Hanson’s 3-litre, 
Nico Hulkenberg in David Cohen’s 3-litre

Syd Reinhardt and Allan Watson off to Government House


