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From the Secretary
This issue is a little more confused and incomplete than usual because of the 
unexpected imminent departure on holidays of Tuan, our “desktop publisher”.   
He’s the man who designs and sets it all out, ready for the printer.  I had to 
suddenly scramble to get the pieces together that have been collecting dust for 
the last few months – so the usual apologies from Tuan and me.

I’m sorry too that time prevented me from covering the VSCCA George 
Green rally in Wagga, which was an excellent event and had great turn-up of 
WO’s.  I’ll try for it next time.

My sincere thanks to our contributors: John Lawson, Stuart McColl, Peter 
Crauford, Dennis Lingane, Marc Bondini, Wayne Fitzgerald, Richard 
Freestone, and Darryl Stanisich, and to the editors of other car club 
newsletters from which we have borrowed: Bentley Drivers Club (UK), 
VSCC (Vic), BDCNSW, and Australian Lancia Register.  And to Tuan Do 
for his publishing skills.
And on to the book…..

Tony Johns and I continue to spend large amounts of time on The Book (aka 
the history of Vintage Bentleys in Australia), which is slowly drawing to a 
conclusion.  Clare Hay and Bob Watson have just about completed their major 
editorial contributions, while Tony and I get endless pleasure from sorting 
through hundreds of photographs, old and new, and chasing up leads from all 
over.  A major part still to be finalised is the listing of each of the 160 WO’s that 
are in, or have been in, Australia. 

We spent a very productive day at the George Brooks Library at the Birdwood 
National Motor Museum on the way back from Perth.  Matthew Lombard and 
his staff there were very helpful.  George Brooks left an enormous quantity 
of interesting vintage and veteran material to the museum and they are still 
sorting and cataloging it.

A week later, we were at the RACV Archives where Helen Stitt, was also very 
helpful with our research.  We were particularly keen to get better images from 
the early RACV Alpine Trials in the 1920’s where Bentleys competed.  This 
was something of a two-way trade and we were able to give her copies of photos 
that were not in their collection.

Within the next couple of months we will be writing to members and former 
owners to advise of a close-off date for material to be included in the book.  
Quite a few have said that “it’s coming soon”.   Naturally do not want to exclude 
any important new material, but we will have to 
draw a line soon and move towards completion.
In the meantime, the committee has drawn up 
an interesting range of activities for 2015 and 
we hope to meet up with all our members in the 
months ahead.
    
Enjoy your Bentley motoring in 2015,

Phil Schudmak
- Secretary
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FUTURE EVENTS
March 1st Gregor Rusden Run (Delage Club to organise)
March 15th Australian Grand Prix, Albert Park
April 16th

Douglas
April 17th to May 12th BDCWA Werribee to Port Douglas Run
June 6th
August 16th VSCC Rob Roy
September 6th AGM and lunch
October 11th Informal Picnic
October 25th Motorclassica (TBC)
November 15th Pur Sang (TBC)
November 29th

9th to 14th October 2016 Bentley National Rally will be in Wollongong, organised by the 
BDCNSW

2016

At the VSCCV Annual Meeting in October John Lakeland, the 
President of the club, unveiled a memorial plaque acknowledging 
to great contribution Graeme made to the club in general and 
to the Library in particular, which has now been named in his 
honour.  Lyn and family joined Graeme’s many friends for the 
occasion and Bernie Jacobson made the following tribute in the 
club’s  latest Newsletter:

Husband, father, dentist, enthusiast, a man of many interests 
and passions. Those members who have had pleasures afforded 
by participating in the club’s road events could not help 
noticing Graeme & Lyn thundering down the road in the 
Speed Six Bentley. Indeed Bentleys played an important part 
in Graeme’s life. At the time of his passing last year he had no 
less than three Bentleys among his collection. 

But his interest in cars went far beyond just driving, he 
maintained the Speed Six, doing virtually everything himself. 
He had an encyclopaedic knowledge of Bentleys in particular 
and read extensively. In doing so he collected a great many 
important books.  His private collection would quite possibly 
contain as many if not more books than the Club Library. His 

knowledge of the books in our Library was extensive and any 
member requiring information on any particular car or event 
only had to ask to be directed to the relevant volume.
 
Reading was an important part of Graeme’s relaxation and in 
this his reading was not simply restricted to books on cars. He 
borrowed several of P G Wodehouse’s novels from my own 
collection and we would then discuss during the monthly 
drive to club meetings. During the many years Graeme spent as 
club librarian, he extensively re-organised it and arranged the 
purchase of new books.  The Club is indeed lucky to be able to 
have counted Graeme amongst its more active and dedicated 
members. The naming of the Library in his honour is a fitting 
recognition of his dedication to maintaining it at the very high 
standard that we are able to enjoy today.

Bernie Jacobson

GRAEME MILLER, 

hfk:RUNVKRS


Earlier in the year, Allan Watson told us of his intention to 
present a trophy in memory of his brother-in-law, Graeme 
Miller, with the recipient to be nominated alternatively 
by the BDCA and the Vintage Sports Car Club.  To mark 
the occasion, the club held a dinner at The Great Provider 
Restaurant in St Kilda on July 10th.  The guests of honour 
were Graeme’s family: Lyn, Jon, Jo and David, and Allan 
and Judy Watson. They joined a large number of members 
and friends of the Miller family for a most enjoyable 
occasion.

Graeme was the ultimate “club man” and devoted a great 
deal of time and energy to the two clubs and its members.   
Roger Cameron was therefore felt to be the ideal first 
recipient and he was presented with the quite splendid 
trophy by Lyn and Allan.

Photos: Darryl Stanisich

Allan Watson OAM Roger Cameron, Lyn Miller and Allan Watson

Jo & Lyn Miller

Lyn Miller & Roger Cameron



Tech 
Sessions 
at The 
Derby 
Works

Simon Elliott generously hosted a 
very successful “Technical Session” 
at his workshop back in mid-year.   
This was well attended and much 
appreciated by all of us there.  Simon 
covered  a multitude of mechanical 
and restoration aspects and answered 
questions well into the afternoon and 
Gary McMillan very kindly put on 
the BBQ lunch.  Simon has offered to 
have a repeat session in mid-2015 and 
we will let members know the details 
in due course.

Phil Schudmak

Photos: Darryl Stanisich

State Secretaries:

New South Wales:  Syd Reinhardt  Ph 0418 180 418
Queensland:   Adrian Cook  Ph 0418 726 272
South Australia:   Ed Harris  Ph  (08) 8331 8609
Western Australia:  Trevor Eastwood Ph 08 9226 5626
New Zealand:   Peter Morelli  Ph +61 21 676 278

John McQuay, Simon Elliott and Rod Hanson
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From: Bentley Drivers Club, NSW Region magazine
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Stuart McColl’s 4 1/2, chassis HB3406, was owned by Sir Warwick Fairfax in the 1960’s. 

Bentley Drivers Club of Australia Inc.
Reg. No. A29797A

 Minutes of the 58th Annual General Meeting
Chateau Yering Winery Oak Room, Yering, Victoria, 3770

At 12 noon 14th September, 2014.

1)     The President, Barry Batagol, 
welcomed 30 members and guests.  
The members present were: Barry 
Batagol, Roger Cameron, Tony Johns, 
Stuart Murdoch, Wayne Fitzgerald, 
Gary McMillan, Andrew Moran, 
John McQuay, Darryl Stanisich, Des 
Dillon, Clive Manifold, Lyn Miller, 
Allan Watson, Paul Latham and 
Phillip Schudmak.

Special mention was also made of 
absent friends, particularly the passing 
of Lewis Luxton, Nicki Reinhardt, 

Christopher Wray, John Weatheritt 
and Peter Gargett.

2)     Proxies: no proxies were received.

3)     Apologies: Trevor Montgomery, 
Simon Elliott, Lance Dixon, Rod 
Hanson, Patrick Ryan, David Watson, 
Chester McKaige, Alan Ironside, 
Philip Ironside, Lawrence Southward, 
Frank Moore, Peter Crauford, Syd 
Reinhardt, David Cohen, Ron 
Elsbury, Peter and Suzanne Willcox.
4)     Minutes of the previous AGM 

were published in the Summer 2013 
Newsletter and it was agreed to take 
them as read.

5)    President’s Report:  refer attached.

6)     Presentation of Awards:  Barry 
Batagol announced the winners of 
the Club’s two main trophies:  The 
Weatheritt Trophy (for a member who 
regularly uses his Bentley) to Tony 
and Christine Johns, who have been 
on numerous interstate and overseas 
forays in the past several years and 
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were highly qualified for the award. 

The Hourglass Trophy (for services 
to the club) was awarded to Clive 
Manifold for his ongoing mechanical 
support and enthusiastic assistance to 
several members over the past year or 
more.

A special trophy from Allan Watson, 
in memory of Graeme Miller, was 
presented earlier in the year by Lyn 
Miller and Allan to Roger Cameron 
for clubmanship.  This was at a very 
pleasant and well-attended dinner at 

The Great Provider restaurant at St 
Kilda. Allan has proposed that the 
BDCA and the VSCC present the 
trophy in alternate years. 

7)     Secretary’s Report: Phil 
Schudmak gave an up-date on the 
club book “Vintage Bentleys in 
Australia”.  Clare Hay, (who is writing 
the history of the cars until 1956), 
Bob Watson (who is doing the history 
of the club and the cars from 1956) 
and Tony Johns and Phil (who are 
compiling comprehensive details 
of all the cars) are all well advanced 

and we are confident that the book 
will be an interesting, attractive and 
substantial volume.  Much work is still 
to be done on the design, layout and 
production.  We are hoping that it will 
be completed within 12 months and 
available by the end of 2015.

Phil also mentioned the latest 
amendments to the Vicroads Club 
Permit Scheme, which generally have 
little impact on pre-war cars, but 
will have more impact on modified 
later cars. Generally the scheme is an 
excellent one and is being very well 
supported by the classic car fraternity.  
The clubs will be required to have 
greater record keeping responsibilities 
and retain photographs of the cars.  
Details have been circulated to all our 
members with cars on the scheme.

8)     Spares Scheme: Simon Elliott 
kindly hosted the sale of the club’s 
remaining spares at The Derby Works 
last October and this resulted in net 
proceeds of just on $13,000.  This was 
felt to be a very satisfactory outcome.  
A few parts, mainly bearings, did not 
sell and have been retained for future 
sale at The Derby Works.

9)     Treasurer’s Report:  Tony Johns 
presented the Financial Reports for 
the year to June 30th.  There was a 
surplus of $10,903 (deficit of $2075 
last year). Net funds on deposit and 
at the bank at year end were $64,940 
($52,947 previously), which was 
felt to be a very healthy situation. 
Membership subscriptions were 
slightly down at $5,820 ($5,960 
previously). The main cause for 
the surplus was the sale of the club 
spare parts, mentioned above. This 
was partially offset by expenditure 
of $5,183 (previously $8,291) 
towards production of our vintage 
Bentley book. This project is now 
well advanced and expenditure will 
continue over the next 12 months or 
so towards completion. It has been 
our intention that a good part of the 

Des Dillon in his 3 litre 
at Chateau Yering

Jennifer and Darryl Stanisich in their 3- 4 ½
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funds built up over recent years would 
be spent on the production of this 
book. The accounts were formally 
presented to the meeting and accepted 
unanimously. 

10)     Election of Committee:  
Our new rules provide for the full 
committee to retire immediately 
before the election.  Nominations 
for new office bearers and committee 
members were called on August 
5th and closed one week before the 
AGM.  Nominations received from 
the outgoing committee members and 
were equal in number to the vacancies. 
The nominees were therefore re-
elected automatically.

The committee for 2014/15 is:

President: Barry Batagol
Secretary: Phil Schudmak
Treasurer: Tony Johns
Committee: John McQuay, Darryl 
Stanisich, Simon Elliott, Wayne 
Fitzgerald, Gary McMillan, Rod 
Hanson and Des Dillon.

Barry thanked the committee for their 
work over the year.  Gary planned the 
very pleasant run this morning and 
the lunch venue, which we all thought 
were excellent.

11)     General Business: attention was 
drawn to the remaining activities this 
year, particularly the VSCC George 
Green/Alpine rallies in Wagga and the 
National Bentley meeting in Western 
Australia.

12)     Close:  Barry thanked all those 
for their attendance and for those who 
contributed to another very successful 
year. The meeting closed at 12:45 pm  
and we adjourned for a very pleasant 
lunch.

PJS: 16th Sept., 2014.

Trevor Montgomery, Gary McMillan, Judy 
Watson, Diane  Anceschi and Lyn Miller 

in the winter sunshine.

Clive Manifold receives the Hourglass 

Christine & Tony Johns – winners of the 



This extraordinary  story resurfaced 
in Adelaide over 20 years  ago when 
my old friend David Winnall asked 
me whether I knew the identity  of an  
Angas family member whose 3 litre 
Bentley had disappeared  in England 
at the outbreak of war in 1939. David 
had restored a 30-98 Vauxhall for me 
and rebuilt the engine and gearbox on 
my own 1928 3 litre Bentley. David’s 
late father had told him the story as 
he was in England at that time and 
his family lived at Brougham Place 
in North Adelaide where the Angas 
family had a town house.

Sometime later I asked my father-in-
law Colin Angas whether he knew 
this story about the Bentley and 

he told me that the car was indeed 
owned by his late brother Robert and 
yes, the story was correct. However 
the car never came to Australia, nor 
had Colin seen the car or even a 
photograph of it, although he was 
aware of the details.

Robert Fife Howard Angas was a 
direct descendant of George Fife 
Angas who has been called the father 
of South Australia. George Fife Angas 
was a banker, coachbuilder, financier, 
philanthropist, shipbuilder and 
shipowner and was one of the prime 
movers of free settlement in the state 
in 1836, although he did not go there 
until a few years later.  Under the 
superb stewardship of his son John 

Howard Angas, the family’s business 
and farming interests expanded 
as the colony of South Australia 
grew, after many initial difficulties. 
John Howard Angas’ son Charles 
enthusiastically took up motoring 
in the early part of the 20th century 
and he was indeed fortunate to have 
an incredibly successful business 
empire at his disposal, developed by 
his father and grandfather.  Charles 
was the first person to bring a Rolls 
Royce 40/50 into South Australia in 
1910 and he owned several during his 
lifetime both here and in England. 
Charles’ three sons, Ronald, Dudley 
and Keith were also all keen motorists, 
owning Rolls Royce, Delage, Porsche, 
Alvis, Cadillac, Lincoln, Jaguar and 

For King and Country………..? 
Bentley 3 litre Chassis HT1628.
from Peter Crauford

to be Hawker Harts and Hawker Demons, 

by Robert.



many other fine cars. So Robert and 
motoring could hardly avoid each 
other!  

There the matter rested until Robert’s 
daughter Madeleine, during a recent 
visit to our farm, showed me her 
father’s photo album and lo and 
behold there was a considerable 
number of photos of the Bentley, 
excellent in quality and showing both 
sides, front and back of the car as well 
as the engine. The car had a handsome, 
rather unusual two-seater body with a 
pointed tail built by H.J.Mulliner, very 
different in design to the more usual 
Vanden Plas tourer. The registered 
number was clearly shown, KW1820, 
so I searched through the Michael 
Hay “bible”, better known as “ Bentley  
– The Vintage Years 1919 -1931” 
and there it was – chassis HT1628, 
registered KW1820, speed model 3 
litre. Hay’s notes stated  H.J. Mulliner, 
accident 11/30 – rebuilt on new 
frame? BL 1601 see BL 1601. Vanden 
Plas 4 seater. Chassis frame believed 
now to be LT 1591.

Robert’s pictures clearly showed 
the car in the late 30’s with its 
original body. The replacement body 
presumably came later, after the car 
was stolen, although the replacement 
chassis was fitted prior to Robert’s 
ownership. I assume that this detail 
from Hay came from the works 
Service Records.

I noticed with great interest that 
this late 3 litre was the same series 
as my own car which is only 14 cars 
later – HT1642. So there things 
stayed until earlier this year when my 
Bonhams catalogue arrived showing 
a fine red 3 litre with a Vanden Plas 
type sports body and which was 
shortly to be auctioned. Looking at 
its history in the catalogue, together 
with its stated chassis and registered 
numbers I immediately realised that 
here was Robert’s long lost 3 litre!   I 

forwarded the catalogue together with 
the newly discovered photos of the car 
to Colin Angas who lives in Angaston 
and despite being in his 90’s has the 
most incredibly sharp recollection of 
people end events going back to his 
childhood and he told me the details 
of this story.

The Angas men have long been 
motoring enthusiasts and before 
the war Robert was at university at 
Worcester College, Oxford and his 
father purchased for him a 3 litre 
Bentley for 200 pounds.  This was a 
most suitable choice of sporting car 
for a young motoring enthusiast and 
presumably keenly supported by his 
father.  In 1939 Robert returned to 
Australia on holiday from Oxford 
and was due to return for the next 

term together with his younger 
brother Colin who was about to 
start his Oxford education.  Robert 
was a member of the University Air 
Squadron where it was conditional 
that he be a member of the RAF 
reserve. In the University Air 
Squadron Robert flew Hawker 
Demons and Hawker Harts, both 
Rolls Royce powered biplanes.  
Shortly before the two brothers were 
to join the ship for the voyage to 
England war was declared and the 
voyage cancelled.  Robert, who was 
already in the RAF Reserve and the 
University Air Squadron, joined the 
RAAF. He was posted to the Middle 
East and was therefore unable to get 
back to the U.K. His beloved 3 litre 
vanished.
  

Robert Angas’s 3-litre HT1628 in the UK before it “went missing”.



Whilst there was much turmoil and 
disruption with the war in progress, 
it was a sad fact that the car was 
probably stolen whilst he was away 
fighting for King and Country and 
he never saw  the car again. Robert 
flew Westland Lysanders, which 
had very short landing and take off 
characteristics and were used, amongst 
other things, for artillery spotting  and 
landing and taking off behind enemy 
lines,  although they were unarmed. 
Robert was twice shot down but on 
both occasions successfully made it 
back to base. He later flew Hudson 
bombers taking arms and ammunition 
into Yugoslavia. He was often chosen 
to fly generals and senior officers to 
the front line. Robert survived the 
war, during which he served with 
great distinction, attaining the rank of 
Squadron Leader and was awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross.  A very 
remarkable fellow. 

Colin who was serving with the 14th 
Army REME unit, told me that when 
the Allies re-occupied Singapore on 
VJ day, he “did a friendly” for a man 
running Borneo Motors, a big pre- war 
car firm. In return he offered Colin 
the Sultan of Jahor’s  V12 Lagonda 
drop head for a burn! This was W.O.’s 
last major masterpiece. Colin said he 
could hardly wait! His transport in 

those days was his own army jeep!
Robert  raced an MG TC for some 
years after the war and later owned 
a Porsche 356 and early 911, so his 
interest in motoring continued, as it 
did with his brother Colin. Colin, 
who at boarding school, shared the 
Autocar magazine with a friend and 
he was particularly fascinated by the 
English hill climbs,  especially Shelsley  
Walsh and Prescott, and also the not 
so wealthy  amateurs who built their 
own specials and could compete with 
success. After the Lobethal Grand Prix 
the South Australian Government 
banned all road racing on public 
roads. With his enthusiasm for hill 
climbs Colin felt that a hill climb 
on private property was a practical 
alternative.

 In discussion with Bob and Harold 
Clisby they looked at various sites, 
eventually selecting the present one 
on Collingrove, the Angas property 
near Angaston.  Colin and Bob had 
plant, machinery and wheel  tractors  
and together with Colin’s crawler 
tractor they  constructed  the now 
well known Collingrove Hill Climb. 
Colin “walked” his crawler tractor 
over each weekend, together with 
other heavy equipment, not least 
being the 3 ton roller which Ronald 
Angas used to roll the Collingrove 

polo ground towed behind his GL40 
Delage, it was alleged at 30mph, duly 
breaking its crankshaft. A sad end to 
a lovely car! The major earthworks 
were constructed with this capable 
machinery over many months. Perhaps 
if circumstances had been different 
HT 1628 would have come to 
Australia and run at the Collingrove 
hill climb! The hill climb continues 
to this day, owned by the Sporting 
Car Club of S.A. which was offered 
the site under a generous clause in 
Robert’s will.

Colin was delighted with the auction 
catalogue and the old photographs 
as this was the first occasion that he 
had seen images of Robert’s Bentley 
and here were photos of the car, as 
delivered and as it exists today in its 
altered form. He was also thrilled 
that the car had survived, was in 
such excellent condition and that 
we believe it has gone to a very 
good home.  So much more of the 
fascinating history of “ the one that 
got away “ can now be passed on to 
the new owner.



Following on from the very valuable 
notes from Simon Elliott in Newsletter 
#169, which warned us of the potential 
dangers of leaving untreated modern 
fuels in your car, I was talking to Marc 
Bondini recently.  He has written an 
interesting article on the same theme 
in the Australian Lancia Register 
Newsletter and this is reproduced here, 
with permission from the editors: Peter 
Renou, Brian Long and Chris Long.

Distilling Simon and Marc’s articles, 
and doing a bit of digging myself, we 
have the following:

1) Petrol contamination is a 
comparatively recent problem when 
some fuels acquire major contaminants 
(gum, fungus, slime, sludge,  etc) when 
left in fuel systems for prolonged 
periods. This results in major remedial 
work and expense, usually for the 
owners of older cars which are used 
infrequently.
2) Accurate technical details as to 
the origin and composition of motor 
fuel is now almost impossible to get 
from the suppliers.  Most of the major 
refineries in Australia have either been 
sold, closed down or reconfigured and 
the local industry appears to have lost 
the technical support once provided to 
the motorist. 
3) The great bulk of petrol in 
Australia is sourced from overseas.  I 
wonder if there is really any difference 
between Brand “A”, “B”, or “C”?
4) We know that ethanol is used as 
an octane booster in many lower grade 
fuels – certainly so when marketed 
as E10, E15, E85, or whatever, and 
possibly so when not labelled at all.

5) Ethanol is hydroscopic (ie 
it absorbs water).  It is also rich in 
oxygen and has quite different solvent 
properties to that of petrol.
6) Petrol has always been a very 
complex mixture of many different 
hydrocarbons, the composition of 
which as varied enormously over the 
years.  This has resulted from technical 
advances in both the refining and 
motor industries, as well as changes 
in the composition of crude oil feed-
stock. 
7) The petrol sold today therefore 
has quite different chemical properties 
to that of earlier times.
8) The problems of microbes/
fungus (cladosporium resinae) in fuel 
have been recognised by the petroleum 
industry for many years, but usually 
in kerosene and diesel fuel.  Aviation 
turbine fuel is particularly susceptible.  
However the fungus only thrives in 
association with water and has not 
been a common problem with petrol 
in the past.  It seems that fungus in 
petrol (and moisture!) is a recent 
phenomenon and is the main cause of 
our fuel problems.
9) The use of petrol “stabiliser” 
or “preservative” (eg POR-15, Fuel 
Guard, FuelMaster or Sta-Bil) seem to 
be very effective, although there is little 
technical information on how they 
work or to support the manufacturers’ 
claims.  They variously claim that to 
“remove water, protect against gum, 
freshen petrol, contain powerful 
cleaning agents, stops oxidation”, etc. 
Only Fuel Guard Plus and FuelMaster 
claim to stop bacterial growth in diesel.  
FuelMaster and Sta-Bil state that they 
can be used in petrol. 

10) To repeat Marc’s advice, the 
solution seems to be:
Totally avoid any fuel that might 
contain ethanol.
Use top-rated 98 “premium” fuel 
from BP or Shell.
Use a fuel stabiliser/preservative.
Fill the tank to the top to avoid 
exposure to the atmosphere.
Occasionally drain a small amount of 
fuel from the bottom of the tank to 
make sure that there is absolutely no 
water/moisture in the system.

Phil Schudmak

4 months old looks like home brew nl

Bacterial slime



(courtesy: The Australian Lancia 
Register Newsletter).

Over recent months in general 
conversation with auto repairers, 
carburettor restorers, engine 
reconditioners and customers the topic 
of smelly and “off ” fuel always comes 
up.  Another associate has collected 
nearly 200 litres of bad fuel in the last 
month, as he cannot tune customer 
cars without first draining the tank, 
clearing the lines and renewing the 
fuel.

Recently I have witnessed just how 
rapid some of the modern fuel degrades 
within classic cars not in regular use 
along with other stories of a 4-6 week 
period before it’s stinky, “off ” and 
producing a dark black-green tar-like 
algal slime.

In all, a trend or pattern has appeared 
over the past year and is now becoming 
clear.  In this article I will try to provide 
some history, pointers and tips which 
may help avoid these problems.

The information provided is from a 
variety of sources, including the Web, 
aftermarket product suppliers, club 
members, international clubs and a 
local beer drinking know-it-all.  

Modern petrol is a complex mixture 
of hydrocarbons with a number of 
additives.  A well known one is tetra 
ethyl lead or ‘lead’ which was a simple, 
cheap and effective way of increasing 

the octane number and protecting 
engine valves.  As we know, it is now 
banned except in Avgas and racing 
fuel.  A common additive is ethyl 
alcohol or ethanol.  It is being used 
in fuel to increase the overall octane 
rating.  Ethanol is one of the alcohols 
(the variety we like to drink).  It mixes 
or blends freely with water (water 
miscible) and it absorbs water or 
moisture from the air; this is the source 
of some of our woes.

Some of the articles reviewed point 
to legislation in California to allow 
a greater percentage of ‘renewables’ 
before the year 2015.  This is being 
done by increasing the percentage of 
ethanol in fuel.  

Not all fuel companies disclose clearly 
the use of ethanol and the percentage.  
For example (and I could be wrong), 
ethanol supplementation under 10% 
doesn’t need to be advertised.  Our 
vintage vehicles have ventilated fuel 
systems and each time the tank expands 
and contracts, it draws in air.  Moisture 
from that air is absorbed into the fuel.

With a large percentage of local fuel 
being imported into the country 
(mostly from humid Asia), spending 
time in storage there, on the seas and 
in local facilities, it’s likely the fuel has 
already begun to deteriorate.

The main problem with new fuels is 
algal growth in the moisture within 
the system.  Airborne algae spores are 

the problem.  Once the fuel system 
is contaminated with the spores, the 
algae grow within the moisture.  This 
scenario is well recognised and dealt 
with in the farm industry using bio-
diesel and equipment only being 
used during harvest by the use of fuel 
additives.  From what I’ve seen, the 
amount of algae in the system depends 
on how quickly the fuel deteriorates.

From here other topics such as; 
preventing contamination, cleaning a 
contaminated system, which products 
to preserve your fuel and which fuel to 
use, are all detailed areas which require 
research and future articles.  But for 
now, below are some Tips and Tricks 
to assist keeping your car running 
smoothly. 

Tips and Tricks

from a journey, fill your tank.  This 
reduces the residual air space and 
the amount of moisture that can be 
absorbed.

from a major brand and is refined to 
the octane rating advertised and is not 
boosted by the use of ethanol or other 
products.

not use E10, E15 or E85.  Be careful 
with your selection.

additives and preservatives; find one 
and use it.  Sta-Bil is one I’ve used and, 
to-date, works well.  It absorbs the 
moisture and ‘burns’ the water with 
the fuel.

New Fuel and Your Classic Car
By Marc Bondini



the moisture. You are simply adding 
more alcohol.  

organic, your car coughs, idles rough, 
starves for fuel, doesn’t start so well, 
there is a very high probability that 
your systems is infected.

algae reproduce and it gets worse.

good place to check for contamination 
and the first place to block the fuel 
flow.

the fuel are corrosive to some metals, 
traditional rubber and filters.  In the 
future, the need to up-grade fuel 
systems may become essential.

are prone to blocking in short periods, 
crusty coatings under brass fuel caps 
and deteriorating petrol cap seals are 
also subjected to ethanol attack.

manufacture specifications can say a 
lot and nothing at all.  An example: 
“premium unleaded will store for 
12 months in an approved sealed 
container and after the seal is broken 
potential loss of light components, 
which causes hard starting and uneven 
running, may become evident after 1 
month”!!!!

is BP Ultimate (100% petrol), Shell 
V-power (100% gasoline).

10% ingredients determined to be 
non-hazardous) does not specify what 
the ‘ingredients determined to be non-
hazardous’ are and could well include 
ethanol.

go on-line, search and check the 
product name and its Material Safety 
Data Sheet (MSDS).  The MSDS 
sheets provide the best and most 
detailed information, but, as we see 
above, Caltex have found a way around 
disclosing the full story.

and there are test kits available online 
to detect this syndrome.

up with solvent.  Hot soapy water 
works well on the hands.
As you can see, the whole topic is a 
minefield of problems for reliable use 
of you classic, so be informed about 

the product you are using. I am not 
a petrochemical chemist; this is a 
complex subject and there is much 
more to discover.  For now, these are 
some practical ideas I have picked up 
along the way.

Brass oxidising

More slime



Our earlier BDC trips to 24 Heures 
du Mans saw us staying at Saumur – 
80km from the action. And while the 
chateau dinners and BDC camaraderie 
were always a great delight one missed 
the night-time action. So as part of 
the 2003 BDC visit, Lesleyann and 
I agreed to stay the night on course, 
pitching our tent next to the Bentley 
modular hotel that had been erected 
that year and we had been given the 
privilege of parking next to it. 
When we moved Chitty, our 3-litre, 
from the car park to the lee of the 
hotel we thought they might have 
looked down their noses at us but 
having our car parked alongside 
obviously did the trick and we were 
offered access to all facilities - except a 
bed.  Not that a bed mattered because 
we only got our head down for three 
hours – 2am-5am – and our tent and 
beds are very comfortable.

We walked the track at night 

absorbing not only the racing but 
the ebullient parties on the public 
campsites where communal swimming 
pools and bars abounded and we were 
offered visiting rights at every one.  We 
got our head down around 2.30am but 
were up before dawn (fortified with a 
coffee from Hotel Bentley laced with 
Jamesons from our Bentley cocktail 
bar) to see the dawn rise over the track 
with the Bentley No7 still leading.
The BDC gang re-joined us on the 
grandstand around 10am telling us 
our bedroom at Saumur had been put 
to good use as the BDC party-room in 
our absence – and our fridge had been 
emptied. 

As we danced and cheered No7 across 
the finishing line to a Bentley victory 
for the first time in 73 years, Lesleyann 
and I felt superior to our BDC chums 
because we had done the hard yards 
with the drivers through the night.
This year we scheduled another of 

our three-month motoring tours of 
Europe as a farewell gesture for our 
beloved 3-litre of 23 years (chassis 
990), booking in to a number of 
our favourite European car events 
including the BDC Concours, Le 
Mans Classic, British Classic Car 
Meet and the Irish 1000-mile Turas 
Mille Mile.  We decided we should 
include the Le Mans Classic, and 
while Travel Destinations, whom 
we booked through, provide luxury 
tents with posh bathroom robes and 
even demountable cabins we decided 
to remain true to our “tent on the 
running board” ethos that provides a 
roof over our heads as we wandered 
around Europe from car event to car 
event.

We booked six months out but were 
already too late for Hunaudieres (on 
the inside of Tertre Rouge corner) 
and close to the off-ramp to Le Mans 
city. So we took on Virage Porsche  

Le Mans Classics 2003 and 2014
By Dennis Lingane



and now we wouldn’t do any other 
site. Travel Destinations provided 
these campsites with on-site security, 
serviced showers, toilets, bar and food 
marquee. The campsites are adjacent 
to the track so you can’t get much 
closer to the action. 

There was an amazing atmosphere in 
our campsite with direct access to the 
circuit and a viewing bank at Virage 
Porsche. It is a fast section with a 
right-hander coming in to our stretch 
and we saw a number of cars spin off. 
The audience gave all these drivers 
who were pushing a touch too hard a 
rousing cheer and hand-clap.
The line-up in our campsite was 
dominated by English sports cars, 
ranging from the 1940s to modern 
day, but we also had some new Ferraris 
and even a brand-new R-R Phantom 
(we were told it was driven by 
journalists doing an article on visiting 
Le Mans on the cheap!). Our 1925 
Bentley was the oldest car there and 
the only vintage car. It drew a lot of 
interest with its Australian number 
plates.

On site we had a bar and a food 
marquee that provided breakfast, 
lunch and dinner from 7am to 
midnight (and later if people were 
around and hungry).  Morning menu 
offered egg, bacon and sausage in 
baps. Lunch menu was chips, pies, 
pasties, and a range of hamburgers 
including vegetarian and chicken. For 
dinner they came up with “specials”: 
first night was baked potatoes, 
Saturday night was hog on a spit, I 
can’t remember Sunday night.   Not 
the healthiest of diets but ideal nosh 
to soak up the excessive amount of 
Kronenbourg 1664 beer we drank.  
The bar area was very social and 
owners from Minis to Bentleys came 
together with equal passion. 

The village of Arnage is a 30-minute 
stroll and we did lunch there on 

Thursday and soaked up the off-track 
petrol-head atmosphere. The main 
drag was full of classic vehicles just 
cruising up and down.  The cafes all 
had marquees set up on the pavement 
and housed boisterous groups, some 
of which had bottles of sparkling wine 
they were shaking up and squirting at 
the open cars motoring past. It was a 
fun-filled atmosphere – better than 
Le Mans where we stayed overnight.  
The vehicles parading around ranged 
from a 1960s Cadillac with occupants 
wearing pink wigs to a Lotus 7 with 
suitcases strapped to the rooftop roll-
bar.

The July 2014 weekend saw some 
serious downpours and wild winds, 
but in between we managed visits to 
the track to soak up the atmosphere 
(a “petit train” runs between the 
campsite and main track areas that 
include grandstands, the village and 
displays of club marques). We visited 
the paddocks to watch mechanics 
working off-course on cars (not 
possible in the annual Le Mans 24 
Hours event), and we even managed 
to get into Pit Lane and watch the 
change of drivers and manic pit-stop 
servicing – try that at the Le Mans 24 
Hours. This Le Mans Classic is much 
more relaxed.

Le Mans Bentley Paddock



We also had our own private viewing 
bank next to the campsite where by 
day we took chairs and beer (dashing 
distance to the bar) and whiskey at 
night to beat the chill. We made a 
special effort to be on the bank at 
1.30am on Sunday morning to see 
the marques that created the Le 
Mans legend including WO Bentleys, 
Bugattis, Alfa Romeos and Lagondas 
tussling it out in freezing and wet 
conditions.

Friday afternoon and night they stage 
practice laps. On Saturday racing 
proper got under way after various 
club and historic parades around 
the circuit.  They rotate the cars in 
six groups throughout the 24 hours: 
starting with 1923-1939, then 1949-
56, 1957-61, 1962-65, 1966-71 and 
1972-79. 

The entry fee for the event we were 
told was about $50,000 per car which 
is why you usually find two drivers 
sharing. The cars all have to have had 
Le Mans history and are therefore 
worth 100s of thousands of dollars. 
But they are driven flat-chat by these 
enthusiasts. 

Summing up the weekend: a heady 
mix of craic, drinking, car talk, 
petrol fumes and noise. Lying in the 
tent at night listening to the cars 
racing around just over the bank is 
a motoring enthusiast’s wet dream. 
In many aspects this is a better event 
than the Le Mans 24 Hours which 

we have enjoyed on a number of 
occasions. This is less manic and seems 
to draw pure car enthusiasts, not yobs. 
There are even dress standards in the 
paddocks – no T-shirts or singlets. 
Polo shirts with collars are OK.

The Le Mans Classic is held every two 
years: www.traveldestinations.co.uk

http://www.traveldestinations.co.uk/


From VSCCV Newsletter (our 
thanks to John Lawson and Mike 
Bellair)

In 1935 my parents shared their 
honeymoon in Dad’s bored and 
stroked 500cc Brooklands Norton, 
recently fitted with a sidecar, on many 
of the roads traversed by this year’s 
Alpine.  However, they travelled north 
from Omeo to Mitta-Mitta.  Seventy 
nine years later the road follows much 
the same route and, although sealed 
and in excellent condition, offers the 
pleasure seeking historic motorist 
a joyous challenge, especially if one 
wishes to travel rapidly.
   Few roads are better suited to pre-
war blown Alfas or independently 
sprung Delages with their excellent 
handling, powerful brakes and engines 
tailor made for the Australian Alps.
   Paul and I joined the rally at Wagga-
Wagga on Monday morning.  It was 
good to catch up with old friends 

amongst the 100 entrants for the 
George Green Alpine warm up.  It was 
clear that that the Victorians, generally 
of more sporting characteristic than 
their northern counterparts, relished 
the prospect of being let off the leash 
in the mountains, and let off the 
leash we clearly were.  Whilst happy 
to travel the designated route we 
decided to leave the questions to more 
competitive souls and to take our 
pleasures on the road and at the coffee 
and meal breaks.

 The roads between Wagga and 
Tumberumba passed through 
beautiful ever changing undulating 
farming country calculated to bring 
a smile to the even the sternest of 
grumps, not that they would be 
participating in the Alpine.  Coffee 
in the main street of Tumberumba 
followed by the road to Walwa, in 
brilliant sunshine, brought us to lunch 
at the local golf club and Tom Barr-

Smith in an entirely new guise. After 
an excellent meal it was tempting to 
retreat to the river bank for a sleep 
under the overhanging trees, in a 
state of happy revelry; this was not 
to be as we were required to partake 
in the rear wheel rope tricks.-the 
only competitive section in which 
we participated. We then happily 
motored along the Murray on a 
Victorian side of the Hume crossing 
into NSW at the Bethanga bridge.
 Our allocated room at  the Tudor Inn 
at Albury featured a single four poster; 
perhaps my parents in the passion of 
their newly consummated union may 
have embraced it, although I suspect 
they preferred simple country pubs.  
Their grandson arranged an exchange 
with the Alsops for a room with three 
beds; regardless they continued to 
smile the next day.  Dinner provided 
an opportunity to catch up with old 
and new friends.

Pleasures in the Mountains
The 2014 Alpine in an 

Open Delage
From John Lawson



All this was a warm up for the 
pleasures of the day two with a 
return to the home state in prospect. 
Continuing bright sunshine 
accompanied us along the southern 
shore of the Hume, over mixed road 
surfaces through Old Tallangatta to 
the control in the broad street of its 
1970s relocation.  Having happily 
followed the Ryan’s rapid and robust 
30/98 we shared coffee and motoring/
family stories and chewed the fat with 
other enthusiasts-what a life?  The 
calm before the storm consisted of 
a very pleasant drive on the Omeo 
Highway along the beautiful Mitta 
Mitta River through dairying country, 
for an early and pleasant lunch at the 
pub.  Prospects for enjoyable motoring 
with a Gallic flavour looked good.  
We parked beside the Alsop Roesch 
Talbot and soon after were joined by 
Des Dillon and Bob King in the fast 
and effective aero engine Hisso.  I 
couldn’t but regret they hadn’t decided 
to emulate the feats of Meo Constatini 
in the Targa Florios of the late 20s 
in their type 35s.  Fellow Bugatti 
enthusiasts Phil Schudmak and David 
Hands had passed up the joys of 8c 
power and precision for shoulder and 
arm build up in the Bentley joined us 
soon after. 

 We arrived early, wandered along the 
river bank, and recalled Margaret and 
I watching a tiger snake skim the water 
at breakneck speed at this spot a few 
summers ago.  We then shared Peter 
Latreille’s pleasure in sitting beside 
the remains of the front of an old 
Bedford truck featured on the recently 
revamped wall - Bedford being a sister 
make to Vauxhall, although the union 
took place sometime after the 30/98 
was replaced by less sporting models.  
Discussion on the significant number 
of vintage Vauxhalls participating 
in club rallies elicited the comment 
that Vauxhall owners, whilst being 
an enthusiastic and close group, had 
resisted the temptation to setting up 
a single make club.  Through this they 

had avoided the Delage Fraternite, 
Alvis Brotherhood, Bentley Wallah 
or Bugatti Exclusives mindset to 
the benefit of all.  Thank god so 
many “Thirsties” came to Australia 
and remain in the hands of true 
enthusiasts.

THE OMEO HIGHWAY---
HIGHLIGHT OF THE ALPINE

in my view the section of this highway 
between Mitta Mitta and Anglers 
Rest is the most enjoyable motoring 
experience available to the sporting 
pre-war motorist in Australia .  Our 
pleasure was heightened by Shellard’s 
decision to leave before us in his 
powerful but cart sprung type 57 
Bugatti, the prospect of catching up 
with the Ryan’s for mutual sport and, 
after passing the E type coupe and 
Burnham’s 60s Alfa clean air - our  
preferred Targa condition although 
unlike its closed roads, we had to be 
particularly careful on the relentless 
blind corner right hand corners.  
Fortuitously we did not encounter a 
single vehicle travelling north.  The 
road continuously twists and turns up 
the mountain; a fantastic work out 
for the reflexes and shoulders even 
with the accurate light steering of 
the Delage. You drive as fast as you 
dare; not even Louis Gerard who won 
many events including the 1938 TT 
at Donington in the first open 3Litre 
Delage could exceed the 100 kmh 
limit on this road.  Our car is fitted 
with a wonderful silent close ratio 
constant mesh competition gear box.  
The gutsy high torque motor enabled 
us to predominately make use of 3rd, 
dabbing the brakes and changing 
to 2nd on tight corners. The motor 
continuously switches from a healthy 
throaty roar to overrun and the 
temperature sits between 90 and 95C, 
oil pressure holds 50lbs equivalent and 
God remains in the heavens.

 Although we could have brought 
keen grandchildren in the Twin Cam 

Sunbeam in which Margaret and I 
enjoyed earlier Alpines we appreciated 
the reality that it would have required 
greater effort .The 2 wheel braked cars 
–Noel Cunningham’s 20/60 Sunbeam 
and the Burns in the early 12/50 
Alvis would have found their mounts 
somewhat demanding.  Organiser 
Russell Meehan had this brought to 
his attention after joining the Kiel 
30/98 - its current generation pilot  
joined by the younger Valmorbida in 
his Bentley pulled  into Anglers Rest 
for a well earned beer - he reflected 
that he would consider bringing his 
father’s 6c 1750 Alfa next time.  Not 
that I am not biased!
 
As we got closer to Omeo and the 
run up to the Dinner Plain Control 
the road reverted to standard high 
country fare and traffic increased.  
At this James Earle and Gerald 
Swinnerton left us in no doubt that a 
modern Ferrari  afforded similar joys 
to those experienced by us in the 30s 
Delage.  I recalled an earlier tussle 
Andrew and I in the then V8 engined 
ex Mrs Jones Alfa had with James in 
his blown K engined L type in the very 
first Alpine more than thirty years ago.  
From memory James won the event; 
he assures me the car will be back on 
the road shortly. 
 
Thus ended the competition section 
double of the Alpine.  In due course 
we will be informed as to who 
travelled in the right direction over the 
correct route, answered the questions 
and rightly won awards***.   As we see 
it every participant won.

Thank you Russell, Iris and all your 
helpers for providing us with such an 
enjoyable event.

Mindful of the weather forecast and, 
after witnessing the rapidly melting 
snow at sunny Mt Hotham, including 
Paul’s work and wife meeting venues 
of 25 years ago, we headed down the 
mountain at a leisurely pace.  As no 



other competitors were in sight we headed for home. We 
will bring two cars and some of the younger generation 
next time.

   The Alpine has always been our favourite Club event.  
Hopefully the more challenging roads including the 
northern section of the Omeo Highway will continue to 
feature.  The recently sealed section of the Anglers Rest to 
Falls Creek road was great fun in the Mille Miglia Alfa, in a 
very wet Club Two Day Rally a few years ago.  As we drove 
along I couldn’t but reflect that with the virtual demise 
of the pre-war section of Targa the Alpine offers former 
historic motoring enthusiasts a welcome alternative at a 
fraction of the hoo-haa and cost.

John Lawson 
(with minor amendments and additions by the editor!)

***Post Script:  for the record, the teams of Green/
Lawrence and Shellard/Zhao Heng tied for first place in 
the competition section, with Burns/Burns and Sands /
Norris tieing for third.  Three Alvie and a sole Bugatti 
scored places.  Not a Vauxhall, Alfa, Delage, or Bentley 
to be seen among the pot hunters – no doubt too busy 
enjoying themselves. 

For the record, the Bentleys entered were: Trevor 
Montgomery/Diana Anceschi, Phillip Schudmak/David 
Hands, Michael Valmorbida/ Will Wilson and Allan 
Watson/ Gerhard Zenaty and we all had a wonderful time 
– despite not having IFS.
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Chris died in the arms of his family in September at his 
Putney Wharf home in London after a long battle 
with cancer.

Anyone fortunate enough to have known Chris would have 
enjoyed his company. Vivacious, fun loving, helpful and 
always that mischievous twinkle in his eye.

From Scarborough, Yorkshire originally, when leaving 
school he tried his luck at acting with some considerable 
success but during an Equity strike in the early sixties 
he found himself out of work and became interested in 

vintage lamps and lighting equipment and opened up a 
stall in the Portobello Road, London. His natural gift of 
the gab made business brisk and he soon expanded buying 
such articles from bric a brac and junk shops and selling on 
his stall. The business evolved and within a few years he was 
manufacturing and selling high quality designer lighting 
from several shops in up market areas of towns and cities, 
the first being in Kings Road, Chelsea, which became one 
of the biggest in Europe.

In his spare time he exercised his love for adventure, travel 
and vintage cars by taking part in tours and rallies to far 

Christopher Wray
8th March 1940 - 12th Ssptember 2014

OBITUARY

Chris Wray died earlier this year and was a member of the BDCA (and the BDC).  
He was well known to many of us following his visit here in his Corvette, his 
participation in the 2006 South African and 2009 Arabian Gulf Tours and more 
recently on the BDCWA Perth to Darwin “Over the Top” rally in 2010 and the BDC 
“Britain by Bentley” rally in 2011. Jill and Chris also very generously hosted a cocktail 
party at their London apartment for Clare Hay and the Aussie entrants before the 
Britain by Bentley event.   He was a good friend and a wonderful character.  PJS

Chris Wray at Kakadu, Northern Territory
Photo: Bob Ashworth.
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flung places, including, India, Pakistan and Arabia and 
drove in marathons from Panama to Alaska and London 
to Sydney in the Chevrolet Corvette he shared with 
Bob Ashworth.

He joined the BDC in 1986 having bought his 4.5, 
(registered PN 903) which he campaigned frequently on 
club tours to South Africa, New Zealand, Australia and 
USA. He assisted in the organisation of the 2003 Eastern 
USA Bentley Tour and this event was where our 
friendship flourished.

Always willing to lend a hand, as BDC newcomers Adrian 
and Jenny Cook discovered, when in 2005 an another USA 
Tour their borrowed Mulliner fast back which had come 
from Canada struggled with the temperatures in Southern 
California, Nevada and Arizona constantly over heating. 
Chris and Jill chaperoned them throughout the tour, 
bartering with with dealers and scrap merchants for parts 
and assistance on the way.

He was of strong and determined character and with the 
support of his family this helped him deal with whatever 
life threw at him. This was demonstrated, again on the 
2005 Western USA tour, when under doctor’s orders 
about his ever expanding waistline (he first introduced 
himself to me as Billy Bunter) he embarked on a hard core 
diet consisting of soups. Those familiar with Bentley tours 
will know that copious quantities of food and drink play 
a major part but such was Chris’s determination that he 
stuck to the diet throughout asking for “just a bowl of hot 
water please” so that he could rehydrate his dinner.

The last major Bentley event that Chris and Jill took part 
in was the Britain by Bentley tour in 2011. About half way 
through his car holed a piston but he persevered, driving in 
a fog of oil mist and smoke that almost suffocated Jill along 
the way but with the help of his BDC friends he was able to 
continue with the tour. Since then ill health prevented him 
from joining any major tours but he was present as often as 
possible at our jolly boys lunches in London.

Above all Chris was an entertainer and liked nothing more 
than showcasing his talents and skills as a magician. He 
would have his audiences in stitches, aided and abetted by 
a number of stooges in drag who were always willing to 
be his straight men, as “Maureen from t’Midlands” (Terry 
Lister) and “Norah from oop North” (Tony Lang)  
will confirm.

Chris Wray, entrepreneur, magician, orator, would say 
“always leave the stage with the audience wanting more”. 
We would have liked more of you Chris!

Richard Freestone
(courtesy Bentley Drivers Club Review)

Bob Ashworth and Chris Wray at Ayres Rock with their Corvette 
(London to Sydney rally)
Photo: Bob Ashworth.
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On Tuesday morning, the 21st October, 
Robyn and I drove my 1924 3-litre WO 
Bentley (#668) to the BP Service station 
at Rockbank and met up with the other 
cars, this was our initial group: 

McDonald (3 litre)

joined in Adelaide.
 
Our start was a little delayed as Monty’s 
car decided not to re-start, a push didn’t 
coax it much better but a short tow by 
Phil fired it up.   We drove to our first 
stop at Bordertown, SA in very warm 
conditions (about 370C).  A cold beer 
was the reward at the end of this day’s 
run from the heat of the sun, the wind 
and the engine.

The next morning, our ‘convoy’ drove 
towards Adelaide stopping at Tailem 
Bend for fuel and a break.  The heat 
was not as severe; the air temperature 
was a tad cooler and the trip shorter 
than the day before and our passengers 
acknowledged the improvement.

In Adelaide we meet up with Brett & 
Wendy Blackmore, from NSW, and 
loaded the 9 cars onto the famous 
Indian-Pacific train after lunch.  This 
was pretty straightforward and with 
them safely tucked in, we met up with 
the girls for the rest of the afternoon.  
Boarding was at 6pm and we settled 
into our new accommodation before 
enjoying welcome drinks and dinner.  
After the hot drive from Melbourne, 
we all relaxed on the train and enjoyed 
the conviviality.  We were due to have 
2 nights and 1 full day on board.  Stops 
were at Cook (day) and Kalgoorlie 
(evening)… the night viewing of the 
‘super pit’ was challenging, as it was just 
a big black hole! The trip was good fun 
and well worthwhile.  It gave us 
an excellent preview to the 
outback panoramas.

The train arrived at Perth at 9am and 
we drove our cars off.  They were only 
a bit dusty and otherwise in good 
shape. Monty and Darryl arranged 
our accommodation in Perth at the 
gentlemen’s club: the Weld Club.  Many 
thanks for this as it was a superb stay 
and set a high standard for the rest of 
the rally.

On Sunday the 26th we drove to 
Fremantle’s Esplanade Hotel and we 
all met for a cocktail reception and 
registration at Bather’s Beach ‘Kidago 
Arthouse’.  This is where Lyn Miller 
joined us as she flew in after attending 
the Motorclassica auction 
in Melbourne.   

We were to drive a short distance on 
rally day 2 (Monday the 27th) to the 
National Army Museum for a guided 
tour of this very significant collection 
of vehicles and exhibits before we set 
off for Yallingup where we were to 
stay for 4 nights.   We had a great drive 
on Tuesday through Margaret River, 
Nannup & Balingup; nice towns full 
of friendly people.  Dinner that night 

WA National Rally
including the ANZAC Centenary in Albany

26 October to 13 November 2014
by Wayne Fitzgerald 



was pizza followed by the movie ‘Good 
Morning Vietnam’ under the stars.

Of special note was that Glenice 
Shephard (WA club) had very kindly 
stocked our rooms with her wines as 
well as biscuits, nougat, cereals,  bread, 
bacon, eggs, milk etc …nobody could 
go hungry as a result.  Wednesday’s 
drive was to her home  & vineyard.  
Glenice generously opened her beautiful 
property for morning tea, before lunch 
at the nearby Aravina Estate winery. 

Brett was having water leaks from 
his water pump, so early on Thursday 
morning he removed the bonnet, lights 
and radiator so that the seal could be 
replaced.  This was all done before the 
drive south through Margaret River 
to Augusta and Cape Leeuwin to see 
the spectacular karri forests and where 
the Southern Ocean meets the Indian 
Ocean.  This was the only day where 
the clouds gathered and it turned cool.  
All of the other rally days were fine and 
warm, perfect for driving open-topped 
old cars.

Friday the 31st was scheduled as a drive 
to and stay at Denmark on the south 
coast, but our little convoy “ceased to 
proceed” as Gary’s car developed a fuel 
leak near Manjimup; this was eventually 
fixed at a mower dealer’s workshop.  
Gary has yet to live this down!  It was 
a lovely warm day for such distractions 
but we were late for dinner and the 
other ‘rallyers’ had knocked-off all of the 
oysters Kilpatrick before we arrived.

The next day Gary drove Lyn Miller, 
Robyn and me into Albany so that we 
could join 50,000 others in the re-
enactment of the departure of the first 
ANZAC troop convoy exactly 100 
years earlier.  The weather was clear, 
warm and perfect; the scene/event was 
spectacular.  It was certainly the feature 
of the rally. After being at Gallipoli last 
ANZAC day (the 99th anniversary), 
this completed the journey for Robyn 
and me.

Sunday was a ‘free’ day in which to 
check the cars before the journey home 

across the Nullarbor, and to have a 
rest.  We drove into Denmark for fuel, 
lunch and to see the horse parade to 
acknowledge their significant sacrifices 
in WWI.  Dinner had a WW1 fancy 
dress theme and was our final event of 
the rally.  The large number of “nurses” 
present were  possibly to care for the old 
“soldiers” squeezed into their even older 
uniforms.  We were all presented with 
a large photo, printed on canvas, of all 
rally cars and participants, taken at the 
military museum in Freemantle, which 
was a very thoughtful memento.

Monday the 3rd saw the ‘convoy’ 
head for home, beginning with the 
drive (about 530 km) to Esperance, it 
has many miles of the most beautiful 
beaches with white squeaky sand and 
jade-blue water.  Robyn dunked her feet 
into the Southern Ocean as she does 
in all oceans visited for the first time.  
As usual, the cars attracted attention 
wherever they went.   Phil Schudmak 
had a change of crew here, with Sue 
flying home and Clive Manifold joining 
the team to help provide technical 
support. We were pleased that Graeme 
Ellis and a mate joined the team in his 
Derby for the run as far as Port Augusta, 
before going on home to Sydney.

Tuesday saw us leave early for Fraser 
Range Station that was 340km away 
but first we had a target of reaching 
Norseman before noon so that we could 
see the Melbourne Cup run.  Monty 
and I made the dash successfully but 
the others arrived after the race.  We 
stopped at the pub where we joined 
the locals in the cup celebrations and 
downed a few coldies. 

The run to Fraser Range was uneventful 
but I noticed that my steering column 
was loose and on close inspection it was 
found that the large nut holding the 
top bearing had come adrift but it was 
reassembled OK just before our 
station tour.

The biggest challenge yet was the 570 
km run to Border Village (SA border) 
and across the Nullarbor.  It was damn 
hot and I decided to put up the roof  
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to keep off the direct sun.  This was 
certainly a big help, but there’s no 
escaping 40 degrees, plus the engine and 
exhaust heat. The gear lever was almost 
too hot to hold.  The cars generally ran 
well, my 3-litre ran about 82-830 as did 
most others.  Darryl had an indicated 
oil pressure drop so we stopped on the 
side of the road to clean the pressure 
relief valve and soon we were on our way 
again arriving at Border Village just after 
6pm local time.

The next day the run across the 
Nullarbor continued.  It was still hot 
and we had 500 km to go, so we left 
before breakfast.  Later, as we happily 
drove along, my car was literally picked 
up and moved across the road into the 
opposite lane for no apparent reason; 
then almost immediately a big willy-
willy blew across the road in front of us 
and I guess it was its brother that hit us!  
Luckily there was no oncoming traffic at 
the time.

Fuel stops were at the Nullarbor 
roadhouse and Nundroo; my car was 
still running at 820 and used no water 
or oil, and had good oil pressure.  At this 
temperature, I ran the electric fan just to 
improve the airflow over the engine and 
radiator and it seemed to help.

We made short stops to take in the 
views at the famous Great Australian 
Bight Marine Park lookout and the 
Head of Bight Whale Centre, both 
were memorable and unmissable.  I was 
amused at a young male visitor at the 
lookout that ignored the walkways and 
danger signs along the edges of the cliffs; 
he had a camera on a stick and walked 
through the low scrub to the edge, 
leaned out and took some photos.  But 
little did he know was that he disturbed 
a black snake (about a metre long), 
which we photographed.  His lucky day 
in two ways: the cliff held his weight 
and he just missed the snake. 

I’d been running on the Vac-tank with 
no problems but on arrival at Ceduna 
I was having fuel vapour lock problems 
at idle so I switched to the fuel pump 
to park the car and this worked fine.  It 

was about then that Philip Ironside’s 
car caught fire: he was slowly driving in 
Ceduna when Tina saw flames shoot 
out from the bonnet and suggested 
strongly that they get out.  All of this 
happened outside of the local fire 
station, so it was extinguished pretty 
quickly.  However the electricals were 
damaged they were unsure about the 
effect of the fire extinguisher dust.  It 
was trucked home and Phil & Tina had 
to persevere with a modern rent-a-car 
after that.

The next day was going to be 440 in 
Ceduna with strong winds and almost 
as hot at Port Lincoln, so we decided 
to have a relaxed day with Gary, Lyn, 
Darryl, Monty & Dianna and Philip 
& Tina. The Johns, Cohens and 
Schudmaks decided to push on, in 
spite of our recommendations to stay 
with us.  Ceduna marked the finish of 
“the Outback” and we were more than 
happy to rest in a very comfortable 
hotel.  Monty was still having magneto 
problems as the right one was not 
working and the left was not 100% so he 
played mechanic later in the day.

The predicted change that evening 
bought a little welcome rain, which 
cleared by the morning.  Our convoy 
followed Monty for the 400km trip to 
Ceduna as it limped along consuming 
fuel at a great rate.  We eventually 
stopped at Coffin Bay for an excellent 
lunch of their famous oysters and local 
prawns.  Lovely.
We arrived at Port Lincoln to be greeted 
by our fellow travellers who arrived the 
previous day and admitted that it got 
pretty hot!  Port Lincoln was quite an 
eye-opener.  It is a very attractive town 
made wealthy by the thriving sea-food 
industry, particularly tuna.

The next stop was Port Augusta as the 
ferry across from Cowell to Wallaroo 
has now stopped, so we had to drive 
right around Spencer Gulf.  This was 
a comfortable 340 km with stops at 
Cowell (very pretty town) and a quick 
look at the Whyalla steel mills.   Port 
Augusta is the main departure point for 
the northern Outback and seems to be 
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doing well from it.  Our motel was large 
modern and comfortable and we also 
spent much more time than planned 
having a god look at the impressive 
Outback Centre.  Dinner  was happily 
interrupted by Gary and Lyn as they 
made presentations of certificates 
(‘crossed the Nullarbor’) and medallions 
to the girls now named as “NV” 
(Nullarbor virgins).  This was totally 
unexpected and appreciated by all.

Port August to Adelaide was an easy 
300 km run in lovely conditions and 
good roads but the road trains were a 
problem as their numbers increased.  
Some of these would almost blow you 
off the road while others made 
little difference.

Gary was having some persistent coolant 
loss problems (from the water pump 
housing-to-block flange) and as the 
‘pepper type’ additives were not holding 
it, he decided to continue on as far as he 
could.  However the various additives 
caused their own overheating problems, 
so he stopped for assistance in Murray 
Bridge.  The radiator was back-flushed 
but the water leaking deteriorated, so 
he decided to truck it home rather than 
risk any engine damage.  This is a great 
example of the value of proper (RACV 
Total Care) car cover as the cost was 
fully covered.

For the rest of us, our Adelaide 
accommodation was the same as on 
the way over, very comfortable and 
convenient, so we were relaxed and 
prepared.  The following day, Tuesday, 
was a free day so we drove through the 
hills to the National Car Museum at 
Birdwood.   This should not be missed 
as its enormous!  Deceptively so.  Heaps 
of cars, bikes and memorabilia in a 
lovely country town setting.  Our cars 
seemed to eat up the great roads getting 
there and back.

Once again, the forecast was for 340 
in Adelaide and 370 at Murray Bridge, 
so Monty, Darryl and I decided to 
leave early again on the 430 km drive 
to Horsham. We were somewhat 
concerned about the climb into the 

Adelaide hills but it was cool and we 
made it (including Monty) in no time 
at all.

At this time I would like to highlight 
an observation made by all of us, that 
as soon as we crossed the border into 
Victoria, we were hit with multiple 
signs informing us of the various speed 
limits, the detection methods and 
other dubious welcoming info BUT 
worse was that the roads immediately 
deteriorated to ‘lumpy’, repaired 
potholed tracks.  Our cars were enjoying 
the SA ‘highways’ only to be assaulted 
by our own State’s donkey tracks.  
Where has the road infrastructure 
money gone in the past few decades?   
Then we hit the new duplication 
roadworks …just before Horsham.  At 
least there will be a reasonable highway 
(if it stands up to the traffic) but when?   
Can’t rush these things I guess.

We hit Horsham well before 2pm (local 
time) with the ‘stragglers’ arriving some 
2 hours later (when it was hot). Again, 
we were more than happy with the 
comfortable modern accommodation. 
The forecast was for hotter weather, 
so we again left early in the cool of the 
morning for the 300 km run home; 
we also wanted to avoid driving in the 
Melbourne peak-hour traffic.

Summary:
The WA Bentley Drivers Club organised 
a fantastic rally and all congratulations 
to them for this.  It was obvious that 
Michael Hood and the team had spent 
considerable time, effort and resources 
in its planning and execution, and we 
appreciated it.  It was a memorable trip 
and I am sure all participants in the 40 
cars will have similar sentiments.

Total distance travelled was about 5,800 
km in various conditions, but mostly 
fine and warm, rarely cool, sometimes 
(too often) bloody hot on roads that 
varied but occasionally bone shaking for 
an old car’s suspension.

Considering these testing conditions 
on  vehicles, drivers and passengers, 
all teams performed creditably, with 

Philip’s fire the biggest negative.  We all 
felt for Phil & Tina.  The damage to his 
car was generally superficial, mainly to 
the electricals and some scorched body-
work.  It is now back in Melbourne and 
repair is well under way.

For the record, the WO’s at the rally, 
apart from our intrepid group, were:
David & Lorraine Hughes, 3 litre (HK) 
Alan & Marisa Tribe, 8 litre 
Jim & Hilda Keogh, 3 litre (Perth)  

Trevor & Judy Eastwood, 8 litre  
Jim & Glenice Runciman, Speed 6



Arriving in Perth

Train drinks

Fraser range sunset tour 2

On arrival in Perth: Christine johns, David & Adele Cohen, Wendy Blackmore, Wayne Fitzgerald, Sue Schudmak, Tony Johns, Brett 
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